
Manuscript — 1 Cor. 13:1-3 
 
Working Thesis: Our possession of God’s love moves us to satisfy the necessity 
of love for others in all that we do 
 
Necessity of love, object of love, ground of love 
 

I. Intro 
II. The Need for Love 

A. Eloquence (speech), thought/knowledge/insight (thought/knowledge), 
sacrificial service (action) 

1. Any of these by themselves are worthless 
2. Not unimportant or not good...but worthless (and even harmful) if 

not grounded in, motivated by, and intertwined with love 
B. Become chaotic noise, am nothing, gain nothing 
C. 1 Tim 1:5-7 
D. Col 3:14 

III. The Object of Love 
A. Whole conversation in context of loving one another in the body 
B. Not talking about general love towards non-specific people...talking 

about specific love to others in the body of Christ 
1. Ch 12 and the body working together (you’re important...don’t 

despise others) 
2. Spiritual gifts are actually meant as means of love to your family of 

Christ (Riddelbarger) 
C. Examples 

1. Love for others in your CG 
2. Your Fight Club 
3. The people you ignore/don’t know 
4. The people you disagree with/hurt you 

D. Where do I disorder love? What do I love more than Christ that shows 
itself in how I treat others? 

IV. The Basis of Love  
A. Love of others grounded in God’s love for us 
B. Morris — object of God’s love so therefore the object of our love 

 



Intro 

Scripture reading — 1 Cor. 13:1-3 

 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not 
love, I gain nothing. 
 

Opening prayer 

 

Opening illustration — Naming songs about love while hiking 
story? 

I remember once in college, I spent a couple weeks one summer up on the 
Oregon/Idaho border with one of my college roommates and a couple other friends. 
One day we were on a hike, I think like a 5-6 hour one, and, to pass the time, we 
decided to play a game. We had two of those long distance walkie talkies and there 
were two of us who wanted to move faster and two of us who didn’t. So we ended up 
splitting into two groups — two and two — and playing a game with these walkie 
talkies. And the game was that each team had to go back and forth saying or singing 
part of a song that had the word “love” in it. All you need is love. Love is a battlefield. 
And then if you bring the contemporary Christian genre into the mix it’s almost too 
easy b/c the storehouse of songs explodes even more. And for essentially that whole 
hike we went back and forth and never ran out of songs. So there was no winner, 
which was hard for my low-key competitive side. 
 
But this is just a small illustration of how the word and concept of “love” is everywhere 
among us. It fills our music, movies, plays , curriculum, conversations, relationships. 
You’d be hard-pressed to think of something both more universally relevant and 
foundational and yet not often specifically examined and thought about. 
 



And so, especially in the times we find ourselves in right now — this year, this month, 
this season — we take time to pause and consider this most beautiful of things: love. 
And from an equally beautiful, if not very often read — portion of Scripture in 1 Cor. 
13:1-13. We’re going to walk through these verses more slowly over the next three 
weeks, praying for and trusting that the Spirit will move and shape us into a more 
loving reflection of our great God — here and now. 
 

State thesis/main points 

 
And so we begin this Sunday, with the verses you just heard read, and we think our 
way through the absolute foundational necessity of love in the Christian life. The 
importance that gives rise to thousands of songs which were fodder for that gam I 
played while hiking. Specifically, this morning we see from the text that our 
possession of God’s love moves us to love others in all that we do. In other words, 
our reception of the love of God in Christ Jesus ourselves, drives and moves us to 
bathe all that we do — thought, word, and deed — in love and care for one another. 
 
And to help us see this we’re going to focus our thinking under three main headings 
this afternoon: 
 

1. The need for love 
2. The object of love 
3. The basis of love 

 
1. The need for love 
2. The object of love 
3. The basis of love 

 
Transition: with that, let’s begin first with the need for love. 
 



The Need for Love 

Thought, word, deed 

Everything we do 

 
As I just said, if there’s one thing that’s clear from our passage this afternoon, it’s that 
this idea of love is meant to be central to everything that we do. Have you ever heard 
the phrase, thought, word, and deed? It’s a fairly common set of descriptors, 
often-times in religious contexts, of kind of encompassing the totality of what we do. 
Whatever we’re involved in as human beings, thought, word, or deed — or some 
combination of the three — cover all the bases.  
 
And Paul uses an example from each of these categories to communicate the absolute 
necessity of love. 

Word — v. 1 

Word. He switches up the order a bit. Verse 1: 
 
1 Cor. 13:1, “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal” 

Gift of tongues valued, but noise w/o love 

 
His previous discussion in ch 12 on spiritual gifts and his future discussion of the same 
in ch 14 reveal that the gift of various tongues were pretty highly valued by the 
Corinthains. But Paul says, even if you have the gift of the most eloquent, beautiful, 
tongues of all mankind — and even angels! — that beautiful eloquence becomes 
chaotic noise without love.  
 

Not liking loud noise illustration 

 
My family can attest to this about me, I don’t like chaotic noise. I’m an only child, grew 
up in a really quiet household — or at least one where I was pretty much the only 



reason there would be a lot of noise — so maybe that has something to do with it? If 
there’s loud racket going on, like, for example, children being normal, playful children it 
starts to grate on me. Like fingernails on a chalkboard, super hard to focus on anything 
else...often leading to actions not soaked in love that require me to repent later. So the 
image of a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal resonates with me, so to speak. And you 
know what I’m talking about. Loud, purposeless, confusing noise is not the same as 
beautiful, eloquent speech in glorious languages.  
 
But Paul’s point is that, you can have the best speech imaginable and, if it’s not borne 
from love, then it’s actually harmful and grating. It pleases no one and carries no 
lasting significance.  
 
Thought. Verse 2: 
 
1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing.” 
 
Not only is the best speech empty without love, but think of knowledge, even divinely 
given prophetic knowledge. That’s empty too. No status or benefit, if it’s not 
conditioned by love for others then you’re nothing.  
 
Deed. Eloquent speech worthless, divine storehouses of knowledge and mystery 
nothing, but deeds too.  
 
1 Cor. 13:3, “If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have 
not love, I gain nothing. 
 
The idea of giving everything away and giving up your body to be burned carries the 
notion of doing these things for other people. Could there be a more objectively 
praiseworthy act than giving away all that you have monetarily and even giving away 
your own life? Paul says that even these incredible actions, if not birthed and sought 
from a heart of love profit nothing.  
 



Love must be the foundation 

Millennium tower reference 

 
I’ve mentioned before in a previous sermon about the Millennium Tower in downtown 
San Francisco — a high-rise full of multi-million dollar condos that is now leaning to 
one side. So bad that you can put a tennis ball on the floor and it rolls to the other side 
of the room. All those millions of dollars in value? Gone completely. Because there’s an 
issue with the foundation. If the foundation is suspect, nothing of worth can last. 
 
And Paul’s saying here that love if of foundational importance. If you’re life, your gifts, 
your abilities, your thoughts, words, and deeds don’t rest upon a foundation of 
love...then you and I have nothing of worth. As the apostle puts it in 1 Tim 1:5 
 
1 Tim 1:5, “The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good 
conscience and a sincere faith.” 
 
That’s the whole aim of the apostolic and pastoral charge — the charge of all God’s 
people — is love that tissues from a pure heart. 
 
Transition: the need for love is bedrock, paramount, unquestionable in every action of 
every believer. Let’s turn now to our second point, not the need for love, but the object 
of love.  
 

The Object of Love 

Love who? (or whom) 

 
And as we do, it’s important now for us to pause for a moment and ask the “who?” 
question. Love who?  
 



Not generalized group, but our brothers and sisters in Christ 

 
It’s interesting and important to note that Pauls isn’t admonishing the Corinthian 
church toward love and care for an unspecified, generalized group of people here. Not 
at all. Look back just a little, to chapter 12. He’s talking about spiritual gifts...and then 
he moves into talking about the church as the body of Christ. He says that no one 
should discount their own importance or value to the body by noting that every part of 
the body is needed...and hugely important! So he says don’t devalue your importance 
to the church, it was made to function with you as an integral part. And he then turns 
and says, you can’t underestimate your own importance, but you also can’t 
underestimate the importance of others. Everyone is needed in the body of Christ. Not 
just those you might think are flashier. Gifted speakers. Decisive ministry leaders. 
Magnetic personalities. No. Paul says that God has carefully and intentionally crafted 
the body to function together as one. And this is why he moves into love in chapter 13, 
because it’s the glue that binds everything together. It’s the oil that makes everything 
work. 
 

Bike & WD40 analogy 

 
I used to ride bikes a lot with my friends growing up and our chains used to get loud 
and rough and kind of annoying. And so we’d often go in the garage and get out the 
can of WD 40, set our bikes upside-down on the handlebars, crank the peddle, and 
spray some of the lubricant on there. And it worked beautifully after that.  
 

Love for one another binds the body together 

 
And this is what love does. It works its way into, under, and among every part of the 
body of Christ and makes things work. It’s the WD40 for the bike chain. It’s the glue 
that holds all the pieces together, the binding agent in the recipe that keeps it from 
falling apart. There’s a reason Paul takes a pause here, in the midst of a very fractured 
church context, to ruminate on this key concept. As he puts it elsewhere, 
 



Col 3:14, “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.” 
 

It’s hard to love others 

 
That’s why the Corinthians need to hear about love. That’s why we need to hear about 
it too. Because, if we’re honest, this is hard for us. All of us. At different times and for 
different reasons. 

Inconvenient 

 
Sometimes, because it’s exhausting and inconvenient. Because we just don’t want to. 
What’s easier when you show up to City Group or worship or a socially distanced 
backyard gathering: to run to those you’re comfortable with or go to the new or less 
connected person. To flock toward those you have a natural affinity to or those who 
aren’t like you? It’s hard and not natural. There’s nothing wrong with catching up with 
those we already get along with...but there is something wrong if we’re not inviting 
people into our lives — in substantive ways — that we wouldn't’ be friends with 
outside of our connection in the blood of Christ. We all, to varying degrees, gravitate 
toward that which is easier and less difficult, and loving others is hard and 
inconvenient. That’s one reason it’s hard for us. 
 

They don’t deserve it 

 
It’s also hard to love others sometimes because, if we’re honest, they really don’t 
deserve it. And not even in a just, “They’ve never been nice to me, why should I be nice 
to them” sort of way (though there is that), but sometimes in a “This person has sinned 
against me” sort of way. Not only do they not deserve my care for them, they deserve 
the opposite. The friend whose gossip has gotten back to you. The person who’s 
overlooked you, intentionally ignored you, actively hurt you...these people are really 
hard to love, if we’re being truthful.  
 



Specific examples 

 
But the thing is, they’re the very ones we’re called to love. Right here by the apostle 
Paul. Take a look around you (since some of us are in the same place for worship). 
These are the faces of 1 Cor 13. Look around and think of who’s not here physically 
right now, but are joining us online. These are the faces of 1 Cor 13. 
 
The members of your City Group. Your Fight Club. The new people you don’t know. 
The people you do know and have a history with. These are the objects of the love 
commissioned here in our text today. 
 
Transition: The need for love — absolutely paramount. The objects of love...the people 
of God, our family in Christ. Finally, the basis of love. 
 

The Basis of Love 

Love for others grounded in God’s love for us 

 
And that’s why it’s so important to remember the whole basis of why we’re called to 
love one another. The command to love and serve our brothers and sisters don’t come 
in a moral vacuum. And we’re not called to this simply because “it’s what we’re 
supposed to do.” Not at all. The love that we’re called to show forth to our brothers 
and sisters has a real grounding or basis — it’s grounded in the love that we’ve already 
received from God ourselves.  
 
Because you see, we’re not the only ones called to love someone who didn’t deserve 
it, that’s exactly what Jesus did for us. We’re not the only ones called to use our gifts 
and abilities to edify others from a heart of compassionate service, we actually already 
stand as the recipients of that ourselves.  
 
Rom 5:6-8, “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 
would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 



 
1 Jn 3:16, “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers.” 
 
1 Jn 4:19, “We love because he first loved us.” 
 
This is why we’re called to love. What’s been given to us, from the Father, in the Son, 
by the Spirit, moves us to care for those who don’t deserve it. Mobilizes us to serve 
one another. Pushes us out in inconvenience and toward the difficult to love. Because 
this is very picture of what Christ has done for us.  
 

Who are you called to love? (and maybe where do you feel 
the temptation to disconnect your gifts from love?) 

 
And so as we draw to a close this morning, it’s a good time for us all to stop and ask 
ourselves, who are you called to love? What specific names and faces come to mind? 
Your City Group. Your Fight Club. Another City Group here at City Life. The person or 
people who are struggling to connect. The one you don’t naturally feel a relational pull 
toward. Who looks and lives differently than you do.  
 
Existing in the body of Christ is an exercise in discomfort. Being wronged by others. 
Being called to break out of your click, where you’re comfortable, and inconveniently 
welcome someone into your life that you otherwise wouldn’t. Lovingly and gently 
speaking the truth to your spiritual family members when they need to hear it. 
Receiving others’ correction with humility and not defensiveness.  
 
But the greatness of God’s love for us in Jesus pushes us here. More than that, it woos 
us here. The more we stare at the reality of how we’ve been loved, the more our 
struggle to love others becomes a joy. Slowly. Gradually. With many fits and starts. But 
it’s who we were made to be. It’s who we actually are. We’re no longer selfish and 
unloving people, though we feel the old man rise up within us more than any of us 
would like. But that’s not who we are. We are loving. Generous. Self-sacrificing, 
long-suffering. This is when we feel most alive, when we’re responding to the Savior’s 
love to us by propagating the Savior’s love to others. To the people sitting around you.  
 



Conclusion 

Restate thesis/main points 

 
The need for love is essential. The objects of our love is one another. And the basis of 
our love is what we continue to receive from God himself. We close with the words of 
one writer who put it like this: 
 
“The Christian who has experienced God’s love for him while he was yet a sinner has 
been transformed by the experience. Now he sees people as those for whom Chris 
died, the objects of God’s love and therefore the objects of the love of God’s people.” 

— Leon Morris1 
 
Our possession of God’s love moves us to love others in all that we do. 
 

Closing prayer 

 
Let’s pray. 

1 Riddelbarger, 1 Corinthians 359 (quoting Morris) 


