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The Sower 

It can be tempting to treat parables as simple stories, parts of the Bible you reserve for kids. 

But parables aren’t simple stories. Nor are they mere morality tales, though they include 

calls to moral action. What are parables? The author who wrote the story that inspired the 

award-winning film, Arrival, tells another story of a race who noticed all their tower clocks 

were lagging an hour behind. Mechanics inspected the clocks to discover they were in good, 

working order. Meanwhile, the central character performs self-surgery to figure out what 

makes him think. Using a mirror, he takes apart his processing unit thinking the gold leaves 

are what process information but discovers its actually air that passes through the leaves 

that carries his thoughts. It hits him: it’s not the clocks that are off; it’s the air pressure in 

their domed city that’s off. A change in pressure is causing them to perceive time more 

slowly. Their thinking is out of step with reality. If pressure doesn’t change, they’ll die. He 

fantasizes about a neighboring universe, with capabilities beyond their own and postulates: 

What if they were able to “create a conduit between the two universes and install valves 

to release air from ours?” Parables act as a conduit between two universes: the kingdom of 

God and the kingdom of this world. They exist to relieve us of a pressure that slows our 

thinking, to put us in step with the good news of the kingdom. Just prior to this parable 

Jesus, “went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the 

kingdom of God” (1). Parables are stories that disclose another world, reveal the order, 

beauty, and goodness of another kingdom, a kingdom that challenges and inspires our 

current way of living. How does this parable do it? Notice in your Bibles a heading that 

reads, “The Parable of the Sower.” Is that what this parable is about—the sower? Or is it 

about something else? The sower present when seed is sown to the birds, but then he 

disappears. He’s not mentioned with the rocks, thorns, or good soil, not even in Jesus’ 

interpretation of the parable! The parable is not about the sower. Then, what’s it about? In 

verse 10 Jesus pulls the disciples aside and says, “To you it has been given to know the 

secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may 

not see, and hearing they may not understand. What’s he saying? Are these stories meant to 

confound? Is Jesus deliberately trying to conceal? It would go against his stated goal, “He 



 

who has ears to hear, let him hear.” But there’s also many who don’t. Even the disciples 

don’t get it sometimes (Mk 6:52). If you struggle to understand parables, you’re not alone. 

Parables are meant to stop us in our tracks. We’re to stare at them, like those illusion 

posters with thousands of tiny dots, and figure out their meaning. Jesus isn’t concealing to 

confuse; he’s concealing to reveal. Will you slow down long enough to see, to hear from God? 

Some will never get them. Like Isaiah 6, the teaching becomes judgment not salvation; 

seeing they dont perceive; hearing they dont hear. But we’re not the Sower; we’re the soil. 

God is sovereign; we are responsible. So the question is: how will you respond to the seed?  

 

The Soils 

In verses 9-15, Jesus interprets the parable by telling us the seed is the word of God. The 

word of God is the good news of the kingdom—the eye-opening announcement that there 

is another universe with capabilities so beyond our imagination it can change the hardest 

heart, remake us into something glorious, transform the darkest corners of the earth. It 

comes through words. We swim words all day long. We post them on walls, write them in 

emails, read them in articles, react to them in feeds, listen to them in sermons. Why? We 

know words are powerful. A word can lift, I’m proud of you, and it can crush, You’re a 

disappointment.Words are potent. The seed is the Word of God. It’s what Jesus wants more 

than anything to define us. It is the Word of words. Which words grip you, grab your 

attention, define you? The words you pour over most will most define you. In this parable, 

every single recipient “hears” the Word but not every recipient is defined by the Word. It 

creates a tension: What will they do with the Word? The first recipient receives the word 

but it is swiftly devoured by the birds. Jesus says this is the Devil snatching the word 

before it can put down roots and bear fruit. Peter says, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. 

Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 

Pe 5:8–9). The Devil wants to devour you by devouring the word. How might this happen? 

It can happen through apathy. You wake up in the morning and the words that grab your 

attention are an email from work, a headline, a social media post. You click in and tumble 

into an agenda set by someone else. Suddenly you’re driven, anxious, hurried with no time 

for the Word of words. The average lifespan of an Instagram post 19 hours; Twitter 18 

minutes; the Word of Lord lasts forever, “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word 



 

of our God will stand forever” (Isa 40:8). Apathy toward the Word is deadly. Acrimony. This 

can come out in low-lying hostility towards the person preaching, the Church, some 

doctrine. You come in on Sunday with your defenses up, your soil not tilled. Say you’re into 

sociology, philosophy, science, psychology—disciplines I quite enjoy—but when you arrive 

on Sunday you’re give those lesser words greater power. You’re primed to judge the Word 

of words instead of be judged by the Word. A newsfeed or post has you so jacked up, you 

come in proud and anxious, standing over the Word; instead of humble and eager to sit 

under the word. Acrimony and apathy keep the seed from bearing fruit. The next place seed 

lands on the rocks. The word shoots up with joy, but withers away when tested. Someone 

comes to church, enters a CG, gets excited about the Word, then tension rises in a 

relationship; they hear something they disagree with, their comfort is challenged and bam 

they’re gone. They fall away when tested. When I was pastoring in Boston, I met with a man 

in his 40s for breakfast every other week. He’d received the gospel, and showed up at 

Ruby’s diner bursting with joy, eager to dig into the Word. Then he started dating someone 

who didn’t share his beliefs, wasn’t passionate about the Word. I lovingly challenged him 

on this and he said to me, Jonathan I’m too lonely; I’m going to choose her. I never saw him 

again. Joy without roots. Passion without conviction. Settling for lesser words. The third 

place the seed lands is among the thorns. Jesus says cares, riches, and pleasures choke out 

faith. Cares. There is always more to do. You have to decide to say no to the laundry, the 

meetings, and yes to the Word. The cares of the world will crush the word, if you allow 

them to. Riches. If you’re constantly concerned about the future of your career, how you can 

secure that nest egg, what retirement will look like, you’ll buy into a false security that will 

lead to overworking and under hearing. The Word will be choked out and deep security 

with it. Pleasures. You can quite simply entertain yourself to death in this town. Live for the 

rush of experience: food, sex, clothes, books, gear, tech. It all fades, but the word of the Lord 

stands forever. Birds, rocks, and thorns form a triple threat to a fruitful life.  

 

The Seed 

So what is the point of the parable? The word hear is repeated seven times. Jesus says, “He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear.” Doesn’t everyone have ears? Yes, but not every ear 

hears. There’s a kind of hearing that heeds and a kind that ignores. It’s the good soil that 



 

heeds. That’s what sets it apart, As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the 

word hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.” (Lk 8:15). Life 

hinges on what you hear. Osama Alomar, a Syrian author tells a short parable: Every day 

just before sleeping, he would make sure to go through the procedure of locking the door of 

the house. But after long years he discovered that he had been forgetting to do the same 

thing for the door of his soul, so as to prevent dangerous and destructive thoughts from 

entering.” Are you locking the front door every day but leaving the door to your soul wide 

open? Do the headlines, posts, gossip matter more than the Word of words? She who has 

ears to hear, let her hear! How does the good soil hear? It holds fast to the Word: means to 

adhere firmly to. You don’t just passively agree with it; you actively pursue it. You work it 

into your life to define you, your reactions, your big and small decisions. Read a psalm a 

day. I’m reading Job. I’ve read the first two chapters all week. I stared at it. Go slow so you 

can grasp something. Here’s what I’ve grasped: Job was blameless and upright, feared God , 

and turned away from evil. I’ve prayed that Word, meditated that Word, counseled that 

Word, been defined by that Word. What’s your Word? Pastor Ps 84. As they go through the 

Valley of Baca they make it a place of springs. What’s your word? Jesus, the true Word was 

crushed and raised to open a conduit to another world to relieve your pressure, rescue you 

from lesser words. But you’ve got to breathe them in. Fight slow thinking of apathy and 

acrimony. Let the gospel Word seed your heart with the order, goodness, and beauty of the 

kingdom of God. Cling to that Word bear the fruit for the world.  

 


