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Intro: 

I. Why Read? Reading for (Theological) Understanding 
a. Biblical Illiteracy 

i. 60% of Americans can't name half of the Ten 
Commandments; 
63% can't name the four gospels of the New 
Testament 
81% believe that "God helps those who help 
themselves" is a direct quote from the Bible. 
31% believe a good person can earn his/her way into 
heaven;  

ii. Image over Print; Information over Understanding 
b. We are All Theologians – theology is the study of God. We all 

have assumptions and beliefs about God—we are all 
theologians—the question is whether or not we are good 
theologians, obedient theologians, affectionate theologians. 

i. Conversation with Jared Wilson, affectionate theology 
ii. Luke 24 “their hearts burned within them” at the 

hearing of Jesus’ word 
1. Ask God for this every day. 

c. Reading for Understanding 
i. In Mortimer Adler, How to Read a Book notes there 

are three reasons we read: Entertainment, 
Information, and Understanding. Today we rarely 
reach understanding. The purpose of understanding 
the Bible is not to entertain you; it is not to simply 
increase your knowledge; it is so that we can 
understand God and his intention for our lives. 
Understanding intimates something more than 
knowledge it is intimate knowledge. Comprehension. 



We are trying to comprehend God as he has revealed 
himself through his Word. This makes Bible reading 
personal (Ps 19:1-7).  

1. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
understanding.  

a. Filial vs. Servile  
2. Understanding is what happens when knowledge 

becomes wisdom, when theology is broken in on 
life. 

ii. Layers of Understanding 
1. Understand the Biblical Text 
2. Understand the Cultural Text 
3. Understanding Christ the Text 

d. Reading for Gospel Change & Mission 
i. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 
competent, equipped for every good work. 

1. We are reading for theological understanding. 
a. Ideas have consequences.  

2. We are reading for personal formation, gospel 
change. 

a. Hearer + doer or Hypocrite. 
3. We are reading for every good work, missional 

practice. 
a. Doer, actor in the drama, purpose in life. 
b. Fleet Foxes: 
c. I'd say I'd rather be 

a functioning cog in some great machinery 
servin' some thing beyond me 

ii. Reading the Bible as and end is not a biblical end. 
People who like to mound up Bible studies and do little 
with it are mere hearers and not doers of the word. 



They look in the mirror and forget who they are, acting 
as if their knowledge is their worth, instead of Christ.  
 

II. How to Read? Obstacles to Interpretation 
a. Interpretive Method 

Q: “Do you think there is a single meaning in a given text?” 
i. Postmodern Interpretation 

1. Derrida, Deconstruction, “Nothing outside the 
Text.” = Everything is interpretation. 

1. Gospel & Derrida, Who’s Afraid of 
Postmodernism?, 43. 

2. Music: Radiohead, “2+2=5” 
1. The song's title "2 + 2 = 5" recalls the 

symbol of unreality from George Orwell's 
novel Nineteen Eighty-Four. In the book, 
inhabitants of an authoritarian future state 
are made to engage in doublethink, 
replacing their own conscience and beliefs 
with those imposed from above. At the end 
of the novel, the protagonist's individuality 
is demolished, as he avows that two and 
two are, in fact, five. The song contains 
similar inaccuracies including January 
bringing April showers. 

2. The first part of the song is in a 7/4 time 
signature, which switches to 4/4 about 1 
minute 22 seconds in (after the words "Two 
and two always makes five..."). 

3. Hermeneutic of Suspicion 
ii. Author’s Intent: The author always determines the 

meaning. 
1. Vanhoozer: “Is there meaning in this text?” 
2. There is a determinate meaning!  



1. Owen reading books.  
2. Obey traffic signs. 
3. Reading news. 
4. The question is can we ascertain it? 

3. “The Bible was written for us but not to us.” – 
Tim Chester / What do you think? 

1. Authors to recipients 
2. Historical context, cultural setting 
3. We need to climb into these texts to 

understand their meaning 
4. Not only is there determined meaning, but we 

also have the Holy Spirit who authored the Bible 
through the authors and who indwells us to bring 
about conviction in community. 

5. J.I. Packer: “Intellectual honesty consists not in 
enforcing an impossible neutrality, but in 
recognizing that neutrality is not possible.”1 

iii. Fee & Stuart: Unique vs. Plain meaning 
1. Eternal relevance 
2. Historical particularity 
3. Literary and Historical Questions 
4. Herm: Don’t begin with “here and now” (25) 

 
III. Proper Bias: Christ-centered Interpretation 

a. Jesus is the Focus of Scripture 
i. Luke 24:25-27: And he said to them, "O foolish ones, 

and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into his glory?" 27 And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

                                                        
1 Infallible Scripture and the Role of Hermeneutics, p.89 



interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself. 

1. diermhneu,w – to explain, to interpret. How 
did Jesus explain the Scriptures? What was his 
interpretive lens?  

2. Jesus explained that the Torah/Law and Prophets 
point to him. 

1. Suffering / Cross 
2. Glory / Resurrection 

ii. Then he said to them, "These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled." 24:44 

1. Torah, Prophets, & Psalms 
2. Fulfilled – sometimes a technical term 

iii. Augustine on Biblical Theology: New is in the Old 
contained and the Old in the New explained. We will 
be filling this out—how the whole Bible fits together—
through the second half of the course. 

1. Not 2 Testaments witness to 2 gods, but 1 
Testament that witnessing to Christ. 

2. 1 Story with Christ in the Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Trinitarian, Christ-centered Model 
 



       
 

     GOD OF HISTORY 
 

               TEXT 
  

 

              Holy Spirit       Holy Spirit 
 

            CULTURE                                     THEOLOGY 

             Holy Spirit 
  

 
 

i. Three Persons 
1. Holy Spirit revealer of Truth (1 Cor 2:12; 2 Tm 

3:16) – inspires revelation 
2. Jesus center of History (Heb 1:1-2) – focus of 

revelation 
3. Father of History – providence over revelation  

ii. Three Movements: 3 Basic Questions to ask the Text 
1. Text: (Grammar, Historical, Literary Context) 

1. What Did It Say? 
2. What Did it Mean? 
3. Don’t Proof Text – isolate text from theology 

2. Theology: (Historical, Systematic, Biblical 
Theology) 

1. How Does it Fit in the Bible?  (Biblical Theo) 
2. What does it tell us about God? (Systematic 

Theo) 



3. Don’t Harmonize or Import 
Preunderstandings 

3. Culture (Christ Against, Of, Transformer, and 
Culture) 

1. What does it Say Now? 
2. Don’t import your grandmas theology 
3. Don’t begin with cultural assumptions. 

c. Why Study? 
Q: “What benefits can you think of in studying the Bible?” 

i. Brings us Joy: Psalm 1:2; 119:2 
ii. Practical Guidance: Prov 3: 4-6 
iii. Community: Col 3:16 

 
Kelly – listing 
Jay  
 
 

IV. OT Narrative 
 

a. Text-Theology-Culture Refresher 
i. Holy Spirit 

1. Q. As you read Genesis 1, how many of you 
prayed and asked the Holy Spirit to help you 
understand and to change in the process? (Gen 
1:2) 

2. I was reminded of the utter uniqueness of 
humanity and the “Us” emphasis when God 
made man. What does it mean? 

ii. Text-Theology-Culture 
1. Where do we begin? Why?  
2. I got an email about evolution. Should I ignore it 

and interpret neutrally? 



3. Our presuppositions are that the Bible is true and 
Jesus-centered. 

 
b. Literature vs. Letters (Bible as Literature, Leland Rykan) 

i. Letters or expository/explanatory writing seeks to tell 
us the facts objectively and clearly. Literature appeals 
to the imagination in order to recreate an experience 
or situation so the reader can relive it.  

1. Show vs. Tell: Literature shows us human 
experience instead of telling us about it. Both are 
good and effective ways to communicate. Which 
one are we dealing with? 

2. Imagination vs. Proposition: Moses does not list 
the 10 Characteristics of Creation or unfold an 
argument for creation ex nihilo nor does he use 
that technical word. If we are dealing with 
literature, we must resist the impulse to reduce 
every story to a theological proposition. Instead 
we need to activate our imaginations and climb 
into the text. This is what we love about movies, 
but the screenwriters do the imagining for us. We 
have become lazy. We have lazy imaginations 
and miss out on this powerful way of learning. 
Instead, imagination has become a form of 
entertainment not learning. How often do you 
actually analyze a film, discuss it with friends in 
depth, plumb the philosophical, theological, 
underpinnings? Ask why you identify with certain 
characters and not with others? 

1. Looper – disordered loves, sacrifice, protect 
child in the hope that true love and 
transform his nature 

ii. Literature as Narrative 



1. The purpose of biblical narrative is not merely to 
tell us what took place in the past. Rather, it is to 
relate these events to biblical faith. 

2. In other words, the stories of the Bible have a 
theological agenda. But that agenda is 
deliberately achieved implicitly not explicitly. 
Therefore, we need to be alert to the story’s 
theological meaning while as the same time 
engaging the story itself. Read to experience and 
to understand! 

c. Genesis 1 
 

TEXT: What Did it Say? Main Idea of Genesis 1? How did you determine 
that? Let’s test it! 
 

i. Context 
1. Historical – setting and author 

1. Determine this by reading the intro in a 
good study Bible or in the entry in a good 
Bible dictionary. 

2. Law of Moses: Duet 31:24-26; Neh 8.1; Josh 
1 

3. If it was written by Moses, in what 
circumstances would the account have 
been written? How might this inform our 
interpretation of Genesis 1? 

4. Leading the Egyptians out of pagan slavery, 
in the midst of cultures that had elaborate 
myths to account for their origins. As a 
rescued people with a promised land ahead 
of them, they needed a sense of identity and 
orgins, not a scientific map.  

5. Contra Enuma Elish 



2. Literary – how does it fit into the larger book? 
1. Genesis is an introduction to the 

Pentateuch. How does it introduce the Law 
in the rest of the other four books? 

2. How does it fit into Genesis? 
3. What is the immediate context? Gen 2? 

Where does the story end? Gen 1.1 – 2.3  
4. Genealogies – “The book of generations” 

introduces narrative units into the whole of 
Genesis:  2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10; 25:12; 
36:1: 37:2. They focus the reader’s 
attention onto a specific character or line. 

 
ii. Clues – sometimes authors give the reader clues to 

know the general point or emphasis of a story. 
1. Mark 1; John 1 – descriptions of John the Baptist 

should not overshadow their point, that John was 
born to proclaim Christ! See clues in the first part 
of Mark and John. 

2. Do we have any clues in Genesis? 
iii. Characters 

1. Who are the characters? 
2. Protagonist, Antagonist? 

iv. Repetition 
1. What is repeated in Genesis? Why? 
2. What is similar/dissimilar? What is parallel? 

v. Structure. 
1. Kings/Kingdoms; Moveable/Immoveable; 

Rulers/Domains 
2. Whats the Point? This gets us into interpretation 

and theology… 
 



THEOLOGY: How does it fit into the Bible? (BT) What does it tell us 
about God? (ST) 
 

d. Biblical Theology 
i. Are there themes that are repeated in the rest of 

Scripture? 
1. Creation 
2. Dominion 
3. Heavens and Earth 

ii. Are there characters that are repeated in the rest of 
Scripture? 

1. Adam (Hos 6; Rom 4; 1 Cor 15; 1 Tim 2; Luke 3) 
iii. Are there verses that are quoted or alluded to in the 

rest of Scripture? 
iv. Are there stories that are alluded to in the rest of 

Scripture? 
1. Creation of the world – Ps 104; Heb 11 
2. Creation of Adam – 1 Tim 2 

v. The image of God (Ps 8; Ps 110; Col 1 & 3; Rom 8) 
 

e. Systematic Theology 
i. What does this passage say about humanity? 
ii. What does this passage say about God? 
iii. Cross-references 

 
f. Historical Theology 

i. What has the Church said about these verses over the 
ages? 

ii. Diversity of period, theology, and ethnicity. 
 
LIFE:  What does it mean Now?  
 



g. Let’s focus on Evolution vs. Creation, specifically evolution of 
man.  

i. Culture raises questions not assumptions.  
ii. We need to query our assumptions in the light of the 

text. 
iii. The cultural issue will drive us to certain texts, which is 

fine. What matters is how we interpret these texts. 
h. Genesis 1:26-28 

i. What does it mean to be made in the image of God? 
ii. Incorrect Approaches 

1. Anti-evolution Assumption (Imago Dei as Reason)  
2. Pro-evolution Assumption (Michael Dowd) 

1. Marriage of Science and Faith? 
2. http://creationproject.wordpress.com/2008

/01/14/thank-god-for-evolution/  
3. My view on Evolution: 

http://jonathandodson.org/2009/03/can-
christians-believe-in-evolution/ 

3. How did I know these were incorrect? I started 
with the text not cultural or theological 
assumptions.  

iii. Correct Approach 
1. Text  

1. tells us that man is a King, a ruler like his 
king. He rules over other creatures. No 
other creature is made in God’s image.  

2. No suitable helper? 
2. Theology 

1. What about plural pronouns? What does 
this tell us about God? Trinity. We are made 
in the image of a triune ruler. 

2. Other animals does share the kind of 
community or authority that we share. 



3. Life 
1. Celebrate 
2. Condemn 
3. Critique 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V. Poetry 
a. Text-Theology-Life 

i. Text: Can we use some of the same elements from 
Narrative? 

1. Context 
2. Repetition 
3. Structure 

ii. Theology 
1. BT: How does it fit in the whole Bible? 
2. ST: What does it tell us about X? 

iii. Culture 
b. Genre Pslams	 

i. The three main categories of psalms are: Hymns, 
Thanksgivings, and Laments Types of Poetry (Job, 
Psalms, Proverbs, Sermon on the Mount 

ii. Psalms sometimes seem disconnected, loosely 
organized but actually have very deliberate structures 
and messages. 



1. Lament Psalms, Worship Psalms, Confession, 
Imprecatory, etc. 

iii. Structure 
1. There are five main books in the Psalter, which can be divided into 

two halves. Books (1-3), chapters 2-89 and books (4-5), chapters 
90-145.  

2. The first half was completed at an earlier date, and focuses on the 
promise of the Davidic king of Israel. Psalm 2 opens up by 
declaring the installment of the king in Zion/Jerusalem. By Psalm 
72, the promise of peace and prosperity under a Davidic king 
seems to have been reached with the reign of Solomon. But then 
Psalm 89 throws all of this into question. Solomon’s reign ended 
in disaster and the hope of a Davidic king seems to have been 
aborted: “Lord, where is your steadfast love of old, which by your 
faithfulness you swore to David?” (89:49)  

3. The second half of the Psalter focuses on the divine kingship of 
YHWH/God. The search for a noble king, in the first half, is to be 
resolved in the hope of a divine king in the second half. Our 
search for a human king/deliverer must be replaced with a divine 
king/deliverer. 

iv. Lyrics 
1. Personal -  subjective, one perspective, highly 

situational.  
1. I statements 
2. O that God would destroy the wicked 

doesn’t make sense unless you are being 
oppressed by the wicked 

2. Emotional – moments of epiphany 
1. Lewis – “follow the emotional not logical 

connections” 
2. Doesn’t have to be illogical but get into the 

character 
3. Concentrated – not elaborate doctrinal 

explanations 



1. “whatever he does he prospers” Psalm 1:3 
taken out of context can validate all kinds of 
things! 

4. Figurative – “the name of the Lord is a strong 
tower” 

1. Owen memorized this but when we tried to 
apply it to his fears of taking a bath he said: 
“No he’s not. Gods not a tower.” 

2. The wicked don’t walk in counsel or sit is 
scoffers seats. 

3. Meditating on the law day and night? 
Literally? What about the afternoon? 

4. When interpret figuratively? When it 
doesn’t make sense literally. 

 
TEXT: What Did it Say? What are some of the observations you made? 
Main Idea of Psalm 1? How did you determine that? Let’s test it! 
 

c. Principles for Poetry 
i. General Observations in Psalm 1? 

1. Context 
2. Repetition 
3. Structure 

ii. What main idea did you come up with? 
iii. Parallelism 

1. Comparing parallelism: repeating the exact same 
idea in three different ways. (e.g. Ps. 1.1 counsel 
of wicked, way of sinners, seat of scoffers).  This 
style adds memorablity.  Poems are easier to 
memorize than prose. This is internal parallelism, 
but we can also have external. 

1. Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked,  



nor stands in the way of 
sinners,  

nor sits in the seat of 
scoffers;  

2. 2 but his delight is in the law1 of the LORD,  
and on his law he meditates day and night.  
3. Sometimes the idea will progress or digress. 

In this case, the sinner digresses from 
walking to sitting in sin. 

 
2. Contrasting parallelism: comparing verses to 

create a contrast.  This is an external parallelism.  
The place where we see antithetical parallelism is 
in wisdom literature. Psalm 1 is a torah and 
wisdom psalm. The two comparisons in verse 2 
are closer to synonymous.  This is using the term 
in very broad terms. 

1. A wise son brings joy to his mother…Prov 
10.1 

2. A good tree bears good fruit….Matt 7:17-18 
 

3. Completing parallelism: it refers to a sentence 
which is incomplete and further finished by the 
following sentence (ps. 1.3 is an example. A tree 
planted… yields fruit… leaf doesn’t wither. 

1. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of 
water  

2. that yields its fruit in its season,  
3. and its leaf does not wither.  
4. In all that he does, he prospers.  

d. Poetic Devices 



i. Images: poets deliberately use images to 
communicate. The challenge is to understand what 
their images mean. 

1. waterbrook, mountainside, caves, grass, rocks, 
horses, graves, etc. 

2. The Psalms are not about these things, but these 
things must be engaged by our imaginations in 
order to understand the author. 

ii. Simile – like or as (Ps 1:3) 
iii. Metaphor – omits like or as. It is bolder. A=B. “The 

Lord is my Shepherd.” 
e. Word Studies 

i. Law: The blessed man listens to the counsel of the Lord 
or “his delight is in the law of the Lord.” (1:2) What is 
the law of the Lord? The Hebrew word is Torah and it 
means “instruction” or teaching.” Technically, it can 
refer to the first five books of the Bible (Gen, Exod, Lev, 
Num, Deut), but it is also used generically to refer to 
God’s counsel or Word. In the Pslams it is 
interchangeable with such words as: “word, law, 
command”(cf. Ps 119 or 19). The Psalms instruct us, 
teach us, about God. LEWIS. So the truly happy man 
meditates on teachings about God. Our happiness is 
bound up with good counsel or teaching about God. 
How do we get there? 

ii. Meditate: The blessed man meditates on the counsel 
of the Lord. Now what does this mean? It’s not silent 
meditation in which you empty your mind in pursuit of 
the experience (eastern); it isn’t silent study to fill you 
mind in pursuit of knowledge (western), but it is verbal 
meditation to fill our minds and hearts with Christ (I’ll 
come back to Christ). The word “meditate” is used in 
Scripture to describe animal growls and human 



muttering. So it’s verbal. It’s reading in an undertone. 
You ever do this? When I’m really concentrating on 
something, I’ll often read in a hushed tone out loud. 
The point is to so read, so linger over God’s word that 
it provokes a response in us to God. It’s not ultimately 
about an experience or about knowledge but about 
knowing God through an experience of his Word. 
Biblical meditation isn’t emptying your mind(eastern) 
or filling it (western) but knowing God with your heart 
and mind. It’s reading to know God as a person, and as 
we meet him in his Word, catch a glimpse of him, we 
can’t help but verbalize it. We respond to him out 
loud: “Yes, Lord/I need you. Forgive me. You’re 
amazing.” Today Christians call this prayer. This is a 
delightful experience, meeting God in his Word 
through meditation. Thomas Watson. The trick is to 
read slowly, and linger long enough to meet him, for 
timetables, emails, and tasks to recede and for God to 
appear, speaking personally to us through his Word. 
When that happens, we get happy. Focused and 
frequent meditation. 

 
 
THEOLOGY: How does it fit into the Bible? (BT) What does it tell us 
about God? (ST) 
 

f. Biblical Theology 
i. How does Psalm 1 fit into the Pslater? 

1. Notice proximity to messianic psalm 2. 
2. Notice how it corresponds with Psalm 119. 
3. Is there imagery or language that is used 

elsewhere in the Bible, i.e. Josh 1:7. 
ii. How does it fit into the OT? 



1. How do the Pslams fit into the shape of the OT 
canon?  

2. Is there anything significant about where they fall 
in the arrangement of the books of the Bible? 

iii. How does it fit into the whole Bible? 
iv. Where is Christ? 

1. PS 1 
1. Christ is the Word 
2. Christ fulfills the torah 

i. Nailed to a tree; he bore fruit 
3. Christ gives us the Spirit to keep torah 

2. PS 22 
1. Suffers to empathize with our suffering 
2. Laments in our place so the Father hears us 

i. Jesus cries out and suffers not only for 
sin done to us but also for sin done by 
us 

3. Jesus is King to deliver us from suffering 
4.  

 
g. Systematic Theology 

i. What does Psalm 1 tell us about _____? 
ii. Spiritual Life/Discipleship 
iii. Judgment/Eschatology 
iv. Word of God/Bibliology 

 
CULTURE:  What does it mean Now?  
 

h. What cultural issues can Psalm 1 address?  
i. The Good Life: Psalm 1 speaks to the concept of 

happiness or the Good Life. What does our culture say 
constitutes happiness? How does Psalm 1 describe 
happiness or blessedness?  



ii. Discernment 
 
 
 

- Prayer 
- Holy Spirit?  Method? Meditation? 
- Text-Theo-Life in Fight Clubs 

\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI. Prophecy 
 
How was Christ central in Psalm 1? Sometimes Christ isn’t in the text. 
We shouldn’t read him in where he isn’t, but he is always in the 
context. The gospel is always in the context of any passage because 
the Story of Scripture is a story of redemption. How can we delight in 
the Word? Because of Christ the Word.  
 
I’d also like to draw your attention to the theme of image we 
discovered in Genesis 1 and trace that through our entire course. 
Look with me briefly at Psalm 8, a commentary on Gen 1:26-28.  
 

a. Text-Theology-Life 
i. Text: Can we use some of the same elements from 

Poetry? 
ii. Theology 

1. BT: How does it fit in the whole Bible? 
2. ST: What does it tell us about X? 

iii. Culture 
1. Against 
2. Transformer 
3. OF 

b. Visionary Literature (Major & Minor Prophets, Matthew 24, 
Revelation) 

i. Visionary literature creates an alternate reality 
through the use of characters, images, settings, and 
events that are very different from ordinary reality.  
(Sci-Fi, Animae, comic, Manga, Lord of the Rings, Big 
Fish, Edwards Sissorhands, The Magic Treehouse 
books) 

1. Real vs. Unreal -However, visionary literature 
does not have to be un-real, fantasy. It can 



communicate very real ideas, concepts, truth, 
and reality itself. (Inception) 

2. Imagination vs. Proposition - What visionary 
literature requires, like narrative and poetry, is 
the use of our imagination. To activate our 
creative thinking as we read the text, to allow the 
author to paint his picture in our minds in order 
absorb his intended meaning. Often disjointed 
not smooth flow. 

1. Rev 21 - Creation/City/Temple/Bride 
2. Rev – Lion, Lamb, Fire Hair 

3. Element of Transcendence  – visionary lit 
contains an element of transcendence. It leads us 
to picture a world that transcends our 
experience. Zion in Isa 60; Rev 21. The Matrix, 
Inception. 

1. Provoke awe and worship 
2. Enthrall and awaken fresh understanding. 

4. Power of Visionary – “visionary writing attacks 
our ingrained patterns of deep-level thought in 
an effort to convince us of such things as that the 
world will not always continue as it now is.” –
Ryken, 169 

1. Apocalyptic - Both are not entirely 
visionary. Revelation has letters to the 
seven churches, ethical commands. 

2. Prophecy – Not entirely visionary, often 
contains historical detail, ethical 
commands, parables, poetry, narrative. 

 
TEXT: How many of you prayed to the Holy Spirit first? What Did it 
Say? What are some of the observations you made? Main Idea of 
Ezekiel 36? How did you determine that? Let’s test it! 



 
Mountains, ravines, valleys, ruins, branches, house, people, heart, 
stone, flesh, spirit, menstrual, garden, cities, flocks,  
 

c. Principles of Prophecy APPLIED 
i. Historical and Literary Context 

1. Ezekiel (593-573) prophet and priest (chp 1) 
exiled  

2. Exile 587 - 10 thousand people exiled: 
Commenting on this episode in the history of 
Israel, Bright writes: “The destruction of 
Jerusalem and the subsequent exile mark the 
great watershed of Israel’s history.  At a stroke 
her national existence was ended and, with it, all 
the institutions in which her corporate life had 
expressed itself; they would never be recreated in 
precisely the same form again.  The state 
destroyed and the state cult perforce suspended, 
the old national-cultic community was broken 
and Israel was left for the moment an 
agglomeration of uprooted and beaten 
individuals, by no external mark any longer a 
people.”2 

3. Ezekiel 36 oracle of hope, after 35 oracle of 
judgment 

1. Judgment-Salvation Prophecy 
ii. Structure: Ezekiel falls into two distinct halves of 

judgment (1-33) and salvation (34-48). 
1. Restoring Yahweh’s role as divine shepherd/king 

of Israel (34.1-31) 
2. Restoring Yahweh’s land (35.1-36.15) 

                                                        
2 John Bright, A History of Israel (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1959), 323. 



3. Restoring Yahweh’s honor (36.16-38) 
4. Restoring Yahweh’s people (37.1-14) 
5. Restoring Yahweh’s covenant (37.15-28) 
6. Restoring Yahweh’s supremacy (38.1-39.29) 
7.  

iii. Storyline 
1. Characters – Israel & God  
2. Plot – return from exile 
3. Setting – exile, Babylon 

iv. Foretelling vs. Forthtelling  
1. Fore-telling is predictive prophecy, what we 

typically think of although biblical prophecy is 
untypically this kind. 

2. Forth-telling – is proclaiming prophecy, the 
declaration of truth in a prophetic, arresting, 
manner. This is more common in the Bible. 

1. Salvation: Ezek 36:1 “prophecy to the 
mountains of Israel” 

2. Judgment: Ezek 35:2 “prophecy against Mt. 
Seir”? Edom. 

i. Sometimes conditional judgment, i.e. 
Jonah 

v. Symbols – what do they mean/symbolize? May be 
actual events or visionary elements, or literary 
descriptions. They are not always logical. 

1. Refer to historical detail? 
1. Mountains of Seir and Israel refer to the 

nations 
2. Perhaps to communicate God’s sovereign 

power over the one thing in the ANE that 
seemed immovable. 

2. Refer to a theological truth? 



1. 36:8 “mountains shoot forth branches and 
bear fruit” technically trees shoot forth 
branches but Israel is a mountain and the 
author wants us to see Israel as fruitful, 
receiving god’s favor and returning home. 
Don’t get lost in the illogic of the imagery. 

2. Rev 4 - Beasts covered with eyes (visionary 
symbol) 

i. What are eyes –vision 
ii. A lot of eyes – a lot of vision 
iii. Omniscience of God  

3. Rev 13 – Dragon with Horns (devil is an 
angel in 2 Cor 11) 

i. Satan is destructive, evil 
ii. Satan is deceptive, scheming 

4. Zech 3:3 – filthy garments for clean ones 
(literary description) 

i. What does clean and unclean 
represent in Bible? 

ii. How does clothing work in the Bible 
iii. Garments of sin exchanged for 

garments of salvation 
vi. Warning against Allegory 

1. Sometimes we are meant to simply interpret the 
whole picture 

2. Every image does not contain a theological truth 
3. Ezekiel 1 chariot conveys mystery, not concrete 

meaning 
 
Given your observations, what is the thrust or central message of 
Ezekiel’s prophecy? For the sake of his holy name, YHWH will rescue 
Israel, redeem her, and bring her into the land to renew and repopulate 
the nation of Israel. This will happen through removing a heart of stone 



and replacing it with a Spirit-animated heart of flesh to produce a 
people that obey God.  
 
THEOLOGY: How does it fit into the Bible? (BT) What does it tell us 
about God? (ST) 

 
d. Biblical Theology 

i. How does Ezekiel 36 fit into Ezekiel? Context with 
35Context with Ezekiel (Redemption/Gospel) CONTEXT 
IS KING! 

1. Is there imagery or language that is used 
elsewhere in the Bible, i.e. fruitful and multiply. 

2. Is there a BT theme that is being developed? 
LAND, EDEN 

3. Is there a type present? Adam, Moses, Christ? 
4. Is there an institution (temple) or event (sacrifice) 

in development? 
ii. How does it fit into the OT? 

1. How does the theme, type, text, institution, or 
event fit into the rest of the Bible? 

1. Does the passage build on existing 
meaning? Does it contrast prior meaning? 
Does it develop meaning? Ezekiel envisions 
the return from exile as a holistic event in 
which Israel is renewed in Eden-like 
imagery, spiritually and physically. He picks 
up on the uninhabited language of Gen 1:2, 
the fruitful and multiply language of 1:27, 
to expand the meaning of Eden into an 
Israel-centric concept. 

i. Verbal connections 
2. How does that BT thing change or remain 

the same? 



2. How does the Ezekiel fit into the shape of the OT 
canon?  

1. Genesis 1 imagery is picked up in Colossians 
1 and Rev 21, where the fruitful 
multiplication is applied to the Church and 
placed into a larger physical context of the 
New Heavens and Earth, making both the 
people and the Land universal, not 
Israelcentric.   

iii. How does it fit into the whole Bible? 
1. Takes Eden imagery to Israel 
2. Takes Israel history into New Covenant language 
3. Is there anything significant about where they fall 

in the arrangement of the books of the Bible? 
1. Exile-Return-Renewal 
2. Before Jesus, After Judgment 
 

e. Systematic Theology 
i. Categories: What does Ezekiel tell us about _____? 

1. Theology Proper 
2. Soteriology 
3. Anthropology 
4. Eschatology 
5. Christology 
6. Pneumatology 
7. Ecclesiology 

ii. In Ezekiel: 
1. Theology Proper: God is God-centered. God is 

faithful to his covenant. God is concerned about 
his own reputation, which is the basis for 
salvation.  

2. Soteriology: Salvation is given not earned. 
Humanity needs a new heart (control center of 



belief) and spirit (presence of God) and 
forgiveness (payment for sin). 

3. Pneumatology: Spirit is required to obey God’s 
commands. God’s forgiveness is not sufficient to 
produce an obedient, godly person. 

 
CULTURE:  What does it mean Now?  
 

f. What cultural issues can Ezekiel 36 address?  
i. CHRIST OF/TRANSFORMER OF CULTURE: God cares 

for Creation & Culture: God renews, not just people, 
but the entire land including beasts, trees, and cities. 

ii. AGAINST: God hates disobedience and idolatry, the 
worship of other cultural things and rebellion against 
him. 

iii. Cultural activity should be an act of worship because 
God has chosen us to be a people of God’s reputation, 
fame. 

 
 

VII. Gospels 
a. Text-Theology-Life 

i. Text: Can we use some of the same elements from 
Poetry? 

ii. Theology 
1. BT: How does it fit in the whole Bible? 
2. ST: What does it tell us about X? 

iii. Culture 
1. Against 
2. Transformer 
3. OF 

b. Gospel Distinctives  



i. Gospel Literature is more like narrative than poetry. 
The Gospels are, after all, stories and should be read 
accordingly. We pay attention to the plotline, 
characters, settings, and themes. Therefore, we should 
use a lot of the tools we have already learned: context, 
storyline, structure, repetition, main point. They are 
narratives, stories; not sermons or sayings. 

1. Mixed Genre – the Gospels, however, arent like 
any story. They are often staggered not smooth, 
with the narrative flow frequently interrupted by 
parables, sermons, dialogues, tragedies and 
comedies. The Gospels function as a kind of 
mixed media as opposed to a typical story form.  

2. Jesus as the Center of the Story – In the Gospels, 
the authors make it clear that their aim is to 
focus on the person and work of Jesus. All four 
Gospels begin with a beginnings story to 
introduce Jesus and then trace his teachings, 
actions, and life until the end.  

1. Portrayal of Jesus – Photo (identical), 
Portrait (selective), or Abstract (vague)? 

2. Perspectives on Jesus – T.V. camera shots 
that show different perspectives on the 
same scene that draw out particular details 
that help fill out the whole picture. 

ii. Gospel Challenges – we won’t really get into this. A few 
comments: 

1. Each Gospel has a distinct focus. 
1. Matthew – Jewish  
2. Mark –  
3. Luke – Gentile, historical-theological 
4. John – Believe  

2. Synpotics: Read in parallel but not to harmonize. 



1. Where sayings are different they frequently 
can be harmonized to fit. 

2. Where they are different, it is possible that 
they are referring to similar but different 
events, i.e. two feedings of 5000 

3. Keep historical context, literary context, and 
Jesus’ audience in mind. 

4.  
  

TEXT: How many of you prayed to the Holy Spirit first? What Did it 
Say? What are some of the observations you made? Main Idea of Luke 
15? 
 

c. Principles of Gospel APPLIED: Luke 15 
i. Literary Context  

1. Increasing opposition to Jesus (13:32) 
2. Parables that turn the KOG upside down (14) 
3. Sinners drew near (15.1, 25) / Pharisees 

grumbled (15.2) 
ii. Historical Context 

1. Tax Collectors were sell-outs, supporting 
mercenary troops that occupied Israel 

iii. Structure 
1. Lost Sheep / Joyful Discovery / Community / 

Repentance 
2. Lost Coin / Joyful Discovery / Community / 

Repentance 
3. Lost Son / Joyful Discovery / Community / 

Repentance 
 

iv. Storyline 
1. Characters: Older brother, Younger Brother, 

Father “There was a man who had two sons.” 



2. Space:  Interestingly they have about equal space 
8 vs. 11 

3. Dialogue: father/sons 
4. Ending: elder son is rebuked, younger son 

rejoiced 
 

v. Repeated 
1. “draw near” 
2. “sin against heaven and you” 
3. “celebrate” 
4. Dead/alive, lost/found 
 

THEOLOGY: How does it fit into the Bible? (BT) What does it tell us 
about God? (ST) 

 
d. Biblical Theology 

i. How does Luke 15 fit into Luke? (Redemption/Gospel) 
1. Is there lost, repentant or celebratory imagery or 

language that is used elsewhere in Luke? It 
occurs just prior to passion narrative.  

2. Is there a BT theme that is being developed?  
3. Is there a type present? Adam, Moses, Christ? 
4. Is there an institution (temple) or event (sacrifice) 

in development? 
ii. How does it fit into the NT? 

1. How does the theme, type, institution, or event 
fit into the rest of the Bible? Builds on OT theme 
of repentance. Introduces repentance before the 
cross. What are we to make of that?  

1. Does the passage build on existing 
meaning? Does it contrast prior meaning? 
Does it develop meaning?  



2. How does that BT thing change or remain 
the same? 

2. How does the Luke fit into the shape of the OT 
canon?  

1. It fits the story of Israel and the story of the 
Church together in the story of Jesus. 

2. God the father in self-humiliation for the 
restoration of his son. 

iii. How does it fit into the whole Bible? 
1. Is there anything significant about where they fall 

in the arrangement of the books of the Bible? 
1. Exile-Return-Renewal 
2. Before Jesus, After Judgment 
 

e. Systematic Theology 
i. Categories: What does Luke tell us about _____? 

1. Theology Proper 
2. Soteriology 
3. Anthropology 
4. Eschatology 
5. Christology 
6. Pneumatology 
7. Ecclesiology 

ii. In Luke: 
1. Theology Proper: God is merciful even at his own 

expense for the sake of the repentant sinner.  
2. Soteriology: Repentance is necessary for 

righteousness and unrighteousness, for the sinner 
and the saint, for the younger and the elder 
brother. 

 
CULTURE:  What does it mean Now?  
 



f. What personal and cultural issues can Luke 15 address?  
i. CHRIST TRANSFORMER OF CULTURE:  
ii. AGAINST: God is against the righteous and the sinner 

but for them when they are repentant. 
 

VIII. Epistles 
a. Text-Theology-Life 

i. Text: Can we use some of the same elements from 
Poetry? 

ii. Theology 
1. BT: How does it fit in the whole Bible? 
2. ST: What does it tell us about X? 

iii. Culture 
1. Against 
2. Transformer 
3. OF 

b. Epistle Distinctives  
i. Epistolary literature is more argumentative than 

poetry or narrative. However, the epistles frequently 
allude to stories throughout the NT. Therefore, we 
need to read the epistles as letters connected to 
stories. 

1. Letter Format –  
1. Greeting (Rom 1:1-7) 
2. Thanks/Prayer (Rom 1:8-15) 
3. Body (Rom 1:16-11:36) 
4. Exhortation/Instruction (Rom 12:1-15:32) 
5. Conclusion (Rom 16) 

ii. Exegeting Epistles – primary emphasis on words and 
grammar. 

1. Word Studies   
1. Cross-references 
2. Bible Dictionary 



2. Grammatical Structure –  
1. Proposition is a subject and verb 
2. Conjunctions tell you how propositions are 

related 
3. Logical relationships 

1. Contrast 
2. Compare 
3. Cause/Effect 
4. Reason/Result 
5. Main/Implication 
6. General/Specific 

  
TEXT: How many of you prayed to the Holy Spirit first? What Did it 
Say? What are some of the observations you made? Main Idea of Rom 
3:21-26? 
 

c. Principles of Gospel APPLIED: Rom 3:21-26  
i. Historical Context 

1. Paul writing the church in Rome 
2. Divisions between Jews & Gentiles 

ii. Literary Context  
1. 1:12-17: The Gospel is Power for Salvation 

because in it the ROG is revealed from faith to 
faith 

2. 1:18ff: The Gospel is the power for Judgment 
(1:182:16) 

1. 1:18-32: The need for the Gospel is evident 
in God’s wrath against unrighteous sinners 

2. 2:1-11: Gods judgment is righteously 
revealed against Jewish hypocrites and 
Gentile hypocrites, one sins against Gods 
Law the other against natural law 



3. It’s a people of God issue (by the heart) 
2:25 and a righteousness of God issue (by 
his judgment not ours) 

4. No one is justified before God by doing 
good and keeping the law (3:20). Jew & 
Gentile lack the righteousness that God’s 
righteousness requires him to require. 

5. How then do we become righteous before 
God?  

6. How could the good news be news of 
judgment? Because the gospel is ultimately 
about God not us. Its about preserving 
God’s justice and carrying out his 
redemptive plan among the hearts of his 
people. 

iii. Propositions 
1. Identify the propositions and lay them out. 
2. Identify the relationships between propositions 
3. Follow the logic of the author 

iv. Prepositions 
1. But 21 
2. For 22 
3. By, through 24 
4. Result clause 31 … solution to problem raised in 

chps 1-2 
v. Words 

1. “righteousness” Righteousness of God – what is 
it? 

1. Attribute : Early Church, NPP 
i. Justice 
ii. Covenant Faithfulness 

2. Status : Lutheran 
1. Forensic 



2. Status of Righteous not internal or moral 
transformation 

3. Saving Activity of Justification 
1. Atonement: Endtime verdict of  righteous 

pronounced now in Jesus. “the final 
judgment day has been brought forward 
into the middle of history. God’s righteous 
verdict against sinners has been meted out 
against the faithful Israelite, Israel’s 
representative: the Messiah, Jesus.” Wright, 
Romans 1-8: Paul for Everyone, 58 It’s like 
knowing the verdict before the case is 
heard. 

2. Resurrection: Consider Romans 4:24-25: “It 
will be counted to us who believe in him 
who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 
who was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification.” Jesus was raised 
from the dead for our justification. How 
does an unright person get right with a 
righteous God? By faith in Jesus Christ. 
What kind of Jesus? A dead Jesus? No, a 
dead and living Jesus. Our faith is not 
merely in a cross but in an empty tomb; it is 
by the atonement and by the resurrection 
that we are justified by faith 

4. “justice” 
5. “propitiation”  Ex 25 
6. redemption 

 
 
THEOLOGY: How does it fit into the Bible? (BT) What does it tell us 
about God? (ST) 



 
d. Biblical Theology 

i. How does Rom 3:21-26 fit into Romans? 
(Redemption/Gospel) 

1. What major themes does it address or carry 
forward? 

2. Is there a type present? Adam, Moses, Christ? 
3. Is there an institution (temple) or event (sacrifice) 

in development? 
ii. How does it fit into the NT?  

1. How does the theme, type, institution, or event 
fit into the rest of the Bible? ?  

1. Does the passage build on existing 
meaning? Does it contrast prior meaning? 
Does it develop meaning?  

2. How does that BT thing change or remain 
the same? 

2. How does Romans fit into the shape of the OT 
canon?  

1. It fits the problematic history of Israel 
together with the problematic history of 
man, addressing it through the solution of 
the gospel. 

2.  
iii. How does it fit into the whole Bible? 

1. Is there anything significant about where they fall 
in the arrangement of the books of the Bible? 

1. Father of the Epistles, an Oak providing 
shade to saplings. 

2. Missionary document written toward the 
end of his life. 

 
e. Systematic Theology 



i. Categories: What does it say about God? 
ii.  What does Romans tell us about _____? 

1. Theology Proper 
2. Soteriology 
3. Anthropology 
4. Eschatology 
5. Christology 
6. Pneumatology 
7. Ecclesiology 

iii. In Romans: 
1. Theology Proper: God is just and gracious.  
2. Soteriology: Justification comes by faith not 

works of the law. 
3. Anthropology: Man is utterly sinful and 

separated from God under the curse of law and 
the condemnation of God 

 
CULTURE:  What does it mean Now?  
 

f. What personal and cultural issues can Romans 3 address?  
i. Identity Issues 

1. Prove	to	Others:	We	don’t’	have	to	seek	
approval	from	[Others]	because	are	approved	by	
grace	in	Christ.	

2. Prove	to	Ourselves:	We	don’t	have	to	perfect	
[Ourselves]	because	imperfect	people	cling	to	a	
perfect	Christ.	

3. Prove	to	God:	We	don’t	have	to	impress	[God]	
because	Jesus	impressed	him	for	us.	

ii. We	do	persevere,	however,	Romans	six.	If	you’re	new,	
you	live	like	it.	If	you	are	a	baseball	player,	you	play	
like	it.	It	is	your	identity,	and	our	identity	inevitablely	
comes	out,	affects	what	we	do,	say,	and	think. 



iii. AGAINST: God is against the righteous and the sinner 
but for them when they are repentant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biblical Theology: Putting the Whole Story Together 
 
Biblical Theology 
Biblical Theology asks the question: How Does this text fit into the rest 
of the Bible? What part does this passage play in the grand story of 
Scripture? In order to answer this question, we need to know how to 
interpret texts in their context so that we don’t distort their intended 
meaning. Once we have that meaning we can properly connect the 
meaning of the text to the whole of Scripture. However, if we don’t 
have a basic understanding of the whole of Scripture, the basic plotline 
of the whole Story: Creation-Fall-Redemption-New Creation, then this 
will prove difficult. The better our understanding of the outline of the 



Whole the better we can fit in the parts. Puzzle. Only then can we 
wisely go about fitting our passage into the rest of the Bible. 
 
Meta Question #1: How is the Text relate to the Greater Context? 
 
1. Text: Is there a quotation, allusion, or language that is used 

elsewhere in the Bible? 
• “fruitful and multiply”, “image” 
• Use cross reference or Bible search to locate all other instances 

2. Theme: Is there a theme that is being developed?  
• Land, Eden, Image, Creation 
• Consider the thematic/literary context of the passage 

3. Person: Is there a type present?  
• Adam, Abraham, Moses, David, Christ, Solomon, Jonah 
• Historical, Intentional, Specific / Hebrews 

4. Institution: Is there an institution or event in development? 
• Sacrificial system, Temple, Kingdom 
• Exodus, Exile 

 
Meta Question #2: Does it Change or Remain the Same? What Kind of 
Relationship? 
 
1. Does the passage build on existing meaning? Does it develop 

meaning? 
 
TYPOLOGY CHART 
 

2. Does it contrast prior meaning?  
• David’s eternal kingdom = Israel? (2 Sam 7) 
• David’s eternal kingdom = eternal king/kingdom 

 
 



GENESIS 
Genesis is a book of beginnings, which chronicles the beginning of the 
world, the beginning of Israel. In chapter one, we are introduced to life 
before the Fall. We are in the Creation chapter of the Story. In 
particular, the words “fruitful and multiply” “rule” “subdue”, and 
“image” are words we find repeated throughout the Bible. Adam is also 
a person that is referred to again.  
 
PSALMS 
In Psalm 1 we see the theme of fruitfulness but not the precise 
language. However, ruling and subduing language are present in Psalm 
2. The Psalms paint a picture of fruitful people who listen and obey Gods 
Word, but also point beyond themselves in hope of a King. 
 
 
EXAMPLE 
3.  Ezekiel envisions the return from exile as a holistic event in which 

Israel is renewed in Eden-like imagery, spiritually and physically. He 
picks up on the uninhabited language of Gen 1:2, the fruitful and 
multiply language of 1:27, to expand the meaning of Eden into an 
Israel-centric concept. 

4. Genesis 1 imagery is picked up in Colossians 1 and Rev 21, where 
the fruitful multiplication is applied to the Church and placed into a 
larger physical context of the New Heavens and Earth, making both 
the people and the Land universal, not Israelcentric.   
 


