
God	is	King	
Zechariah	14	

	
I.	Introduction	
	
The	Lord	of	the	Rings	is	one	of	the	great	works	of	literature	and	cinema.	One	of	the	
things	that	make	it	memorable	is	that	the	characters	face	something	very	like	the	
end	of	the	world	in	their	confrontation	with	the	Dark	Lord	Sauron	and	his	evil	ring.	
They	are	forced	to	confront	the	reality	of	ultimate	things,	including	their	own	
mortality,	the	end	of	the	Second	Age,	and	the	final	end	of	all	things.	
	
What’s	fascinating	is	how	different	the	end	can	look	from	different	perspectives.	One	
character	beholds	the	end	with	dread.	“I	dreamed	I	saw	a	great	wave	climbing	over	
green	lands	and	above	the	hills.	I	stood	upon	the	brink.	It	was	utterly	dark	in	the	
abyss	before	my	feet.	A	light	shown	behind	me,	but	I	could	not	turn.	I	could	only	
stand	there…waiting.”		
	
But	another	character	has	a	vision	of	the	end	that	is	exactly	the	opposite.	“On	a	night	
of	rain	Frodo	smelled	a	sweet	fragrance	on	the	air	and	heard	the	sound	of	singing	
that	came	over	the	water.	And	then	it	seemed	to	him	that…the	gray	rain-curtain	
turned	all	to	silver	glass	and	was	rolled	back,	and	he	beheld	white	shores	and	
beyond	them	a	far	green	country	under	a	swift	sunrise.”	
	
I	love	this	sort	of	literature	because	it	gives	us	imaginative	tools	to	dwell	on	larger	
things.	With	The	Lord	of	the	Rings,	we	are	challenged	to	think	about	how	we	would	
react	to	the	end	of	all	things:	with	hope,	or	with	dread?		
	
As	we’ve	studied	the	book	of	Zechariah	in	recent	months,	I	hope	you’ve	seen	how	
the	Bible,	too,	has	this	sort	of	imaginative	literature	in	it.	We	seen	bizarre	and	
perplexing	things	here—a	flying	scroll,	horns,	a	man	with	a	measuring	line,	a	wall	of	
fire,	a	golden	lampstand,	a	woman	in	a	basket,	and	more.	We’ve	heard	of	God’s	
judgment	against	his	enemies,	his	care	for	his	people,	and	about	his	coming	King.	
God,	in	his	kindness,	speaks	through	all	sort	of	genres	of	literature,	and	here	we	
have	apocalyptic	images	to	startle	us	out	of	our	habits	of	thinking	and	force	us	to	
confront	ultimate	things.	
	
Today,	as	we	consider	the	fourteenth	and	final	chapter	in	this	most	vivid	and	
shocking	book	in	the	Old	Testament,	we	are	faced	with	similar	questions.	This	is	a	
chapter	with	some	appalling	and	horrific	imagery	in	it.	This	is	a	chapter	about	the	
end	of	the	world,	about	the	meaning	of	life,	about	the	realities	of	heaven	and	hell.	
The	King	is	coming!	He	comes	with	power	and	judgment,	but	he	also	comes	offering	
mercy.	He	disciplines	those	he	loves,	and	offers	life	under	his	eternal	reign.	How	will	
you	react?	With	hope,	or	with	dread?	When	your	King	returns,	will	you	rebel,	or	will	
you	worship?		
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II.	The	Return	of	the	King	



	
Let’s	recall	the	historical	context	for	the	book	of	Zechariah.	Israel	had	returned	from	
exile	but	felt	its	deliverance	and	salvation	had	fallen	short.	The	city	was	in	ruins;	the	
temple	and	wall	had	to	be	rebuilt;	and	Israel	would	never	again	be	great	and	
powerful	among	the	nations	of	the	earth.	Was	this	truly	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	plan	
of	redemption?	Throughout	the	book	we’ve	seen	how	the	prophet	Zechariah	points	
beyond	the	salvation	accomplished	within	history—Israel’s	return	from	exile—to	
the	ultimate	salvation	accomplished	at	the	end	of	history—and	how	this	history-
ending	fulfillment	defines	the	meaning	and	purpose	of	our	lives.	
	
Here	at	the	end	of	the	book	Zechariah	concludes	his	series	of	visions	and	prophecies	
with	a	stirring	invocation	of	God’s	kingship.	God	is	King.	He	is	King	now,	but	his	
kingship	is	not	properly	recognized	and	obeyed	throughout	the	world.	Someday	his	
kingship	will	be	fully	realized	and	recognized,	as	we	see	in	verse	9,	“And	the	LORD	
will	be	king	over	all	the	earth.	On	that	day	the	LORD	will	be	one	and	his	name	
one.”	This	day	of	God’s	fulfilled	Kingship	is	called	the	Day	of	the	Lord	–	a	literal,	
future,	final	event	of	judgment,	vindication,	and	recreation.	Zechariah	14	can	be	read	
as	a	description	of	the	Day	of	the	Lord.		
	
Note	the	clues	in	this	chapter	that	tell	us	this	is	a	unique	day	unlike	any	other	in	
history.	Clues	include	that	“all	nations”	will	gather	(v2),	the	shaking	of	the	natural	
order	(v4,	6);	the	arrival	of	the	Lord	(v5);	the	description	of	the	day	as	a	“unique	
day”	that	defies	the	natural	order	(v7);	the	flow	of	“living	waters”	from	Jerusalem;	
God’s	complete	kingship	(v9);	the	proclamation	of	final	and	complete	security	(v11);	
and	the	conversion	of	the	nations	(v16).	This	isn’t	just	esoteric	Old	Testament	
language.	Jesus	also	taught	about	his	sudden	return,	coming	as	a	“thief	in	the	night”	
in	Matthew	24,	a	return	that	will	herald	the	final	judgment	and	the	end	of	all	things.		
	
However	we	understand	the	Day	of	the	Lord—as	a	single	day	or	as	a	final	age	of	
increasingly	intensive	judgment—these	are	abnormal	events	that	we	should	expect	
to	happen	only	at	the	end	of	history.	And	we	should	also	understand	that	our	ability	
to	understand	in	advance	the	precise	nature	and	ordering	of	the	end	is	quite	limited.	
We	are	not	called	to	try	to	discern	the	exact	who,	what,	when,	where,	and	how	of	the	
end.	
	
Does	that	mean	this	is	simply	a	chapter	of	future	history,	a	description	of	the	end	
that	we	can	tuck	away	and	ignore?	No.	Knowing	the	end	of	the	story	tells	you	what	
kind	of	story	it	is	and	thus	how	to	live	it	well.	If	you	didn’t	know	the	end	of	Romeo	
and	Juliet,	you	might	read	it	as	a	silly	romantic	comedy,	but	once	you	know	they	die	
tragically	at	the	end—spoiler	warning—the	whole	story	takes	on	a	different	feeling	
and	changes	how	you	relate	to	the	characters.	Similarly,	knowing	the	end	towards	
which	all	of	human	history	is	moving,	the	culmination	of	God’s	plan	of	redemption—
God	wins	and	those	who	trust	in	Christ	are	vindicated—should	change	how	you	
think	about	the	story	you	are	living.		
	



Secondly,	just	as	stories	make	use	of	foreshadowing	to	suggest	how	the	story	will	
play	out,	similarly	God	puts	smaller	events	throughout	our	lives	that	are	like	mirrors	
or	echoes	or	foreshadowings	of	the	great	event	of	judgment,	vindication,	and	
recreation	at	the	end.	Every	judgment	that	we	experience	in	our	lives	is	a	warning,	a	
foreshadowing,	an	archetype	of	the	final	judgment.	Every	vindication,	an	
encouragement	for	the	final	vindication	to	come.	Every	act	of	goodness,	justice,	and	
beauty	in	this	world	is	a	taste	of	the	recreation	to	come.	God	blesses	us	with	
signposts	pointing	towards	the	fulfillment.	The	story	about	the	end	of	the	world	is	
also	a	story	about	the	signposts	we	encounter	along	the	way.	How	you	react	to	the	
signposts	of	judgment	and	mercy	in	your	daily	life	is	the	same	as	how	you	will	react	
to	them	in	the	end.	How	you	respond	to	God’s	kingship	today	is	how	you	will	
respond	to	it	in	its	fullness.		
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III.	The	Power	of	the	King	
	
Before	you	decide	how	to	respond	to	the	King’s	arrival,	you	should	know	what	kind	
of	King	he	is.	He	makes	his	presence	and	his	character	known	indisputably.	We	see	
him	first	as	Sovereign	Creator.		
	
God’s	presence	and	power	and	judgment	are	so	overwhelming	that	they	affect	
creation	itself.	When	the	LORD	arrives,	he	stands	on	the	Mount	of	Olives	and	in	
verse	4	“the	Mount	of	Olives	shall	be	split	in	two	from	east	to	west	by	a	very	
wide	valley,	so	that	one	half	of	the	Mount	shall	move	northward,	and	the	other	
half	southward.”	Creation	itself	quakes	in	the	presence	of	its	sovereign	creator.	We	
see	a	few	verses	later	that	when	the	LORD	arrives,	“On	that	day	there	shall	be	no	
light,	cold,	or	frost.	And	there	shall	be	a	unique	day,	which	is	known	to	the	
Lord,	neither	day	nor	night,	but	at	evening	time	there	shall	be	light.”	God’s	
presence	and	judgment	fractures	the	natural	order	and	overwhelms	the	very	laws	of	
physics.	
	
Recall	how	the	plagues	on	Egypt	undid	creation	around	the	Egyptians;	how	Christ’s	
death	was	accompanied	by	an	earthquake	and	eclipse;	and	how	often	natural	
disasters	are	invoked	in	the	book	of	Revelation.	Nature	demonstrates	God’s	power	
and	his	sovereignty	over	the	natural	world.	If	you’ve	ever	been	in	an	earthquake	or	a	
flood	or	hurricane,	you	perhaps	have	felt	the	presence	of	a	power	so	far	beyond	you	
that	it	makes	you	see	how	small	and	insignificant	you	are.	The	first	time	I	was	in	an	
earthquake,	I	was	startled	out	of	sleep	by	a	deep	rumbling	and	my	first	thought—no	
exaggeration—was	“I’m	not	ready	to	die	and	face	God.”	In	that	sense,	natural	
disasters	are	rightly	seen	as	foretastes	of	God’s	power	and	judgment	(though	we	
should	not	look	at	them	as	punishments	for	specific	sins	in	history.)	
	
Note	also	this	seems	to	echo	and	answer	Genesis	8:22.	After	the	flood	God	had	
promised	to	Noah	that	“while	the	earth	remains”	the	natural	order	will	continue.	
Here	it	seems	to	be	interrupted,	marking	a	break	into	the	new	creation.	God’s	



judgment	is	accompanied	by	a	transition	to	something	new	and	better,	which	we’ll	
get	to	in	a	moment.		
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IV.	The	Judgment	of	the	King		
	
The	King	is	coming,	and	he	is	a	King	of	great	power.	What	happens	when	he	comes?	
The	King	uses	his	power	to	judge;	that	is,	to	fight	and	defeat	his	enemies.	God	has	
rightful	authority	over	all	creation.	When	he	arrives,	his	very	presence	throws	
injustice	and	wickedness	into	relief	and	his	holiness	demands	that	he	punish	evil	
and	put	things	to	right.	When	the	King	arrives,	he	arrives	in	judgment.		
	
We	see	in	verse	3,	“Then	the	Lord	will	go	out	and	fight	against	those	nations	as	
when	he	fights	on	a	day	of	battle.”	God	is	a	warrior.	Isaiah	42:13	says	“The	Lord	
will	march	out	like	a	champion,	like	a	warrior	he	will	stir	up	his	zeal;	with	a	shout	he	
will	raise	the	battle	cry	and	will	triumph	over	his	enemies.”	God	is	not	a	passionless,	
distant	Deity.	He	is	not	an	impersonal	force.	He	is	not	an	“energy	field	created	by	all	
living	things	that	surrounds	us,	penetrates	us,	and	binds	the	galaxy	together.”	God	is	
much	more	than	that.	
	
I	understand	some	of	you	may	be	uncomfortable	with	the	idea	of	God	as	a	warrior	
and	with	the	militaristic	language	here.	But	before	we	consider	how	this	works,	we	
have	to	go	further	in	ways	that	might	make	you	even	more	uncomfortable.	We	have	
to	see	the	effects	that	the	curse	of	sin	brings	down	on	those	in	rebellion	against	God.	
In	verse	12,	“And	this	shall	be	the	plague	with	which	the	Lord	will	strike	all	the	
peoples	that	wage	war	against	Jerusalem:	their	flesh	will	rot	while	they	are	
still	standing	on	their	feet,	their	eyes	will	rot	in	their	sockets,	and	their	
tongues	will	rot	in	their	mouths.”		
	
Merry	Christmas!	And	happy	zombie	apocalypse.	Recall	the	Biblical	context	for	this.	
God	used	plagues	to	judge	Egypt.	Recall	also	Miriam’s	and	Naaman’s	leprosy.	Plague	
and	disease	seems	like	the	undoing	of	the	creation	of	human	life	in	a	particularly	
horrible	way.	Those	afflicted	are	not	simply	killed.	They	are	still	standing,	still	have	
mouths	and	eye	sockets,	but	their	flesh,	eyes,	and	tongue	rot.	They	seem	to	be	both	
living	and	dead,	retaining	the	shell	of	humanity	but	unable	to	be	human	or	to	
participate	in	human	community.	They	cannot	see	or	speak.		
	
Whatever	this	might	look	like	at	the	final	Day	of	the	Lord—whether	we	should	
understand	it	literally	or	not—I	think	we	can	see	foreshadowings	of	it	today.	
Whenever	we	treat	one	another	as	less	than	human,	whenever	we	act	as	less	than	
human,	we	are	rotting	away	and	becoming	spiritual	zombies,	living	and	yet	dead,	
unable	to	see,	unable	to	speak	or	hear.	Men	who	waste	their	lives	fantasizing	over	
plastic	images,	more	devoted	to	pornography	than	to	their	wives.	Passive	parents	
who	bribe	or	bully	their	children	to	minimize	conflict	and	avoid	deep	engagement.	
Bosses	who	treat	their	employees	as	just	one	more	factor	of	production	to	be	



squeezed	for	maximal	efficiency.	Consumers	in	thrall	to	money	and	stuff,	whose	
ultimate	goal	is	a	bigger	house	and	a	bigger	TV.	These	are	not	lives	full	of	meaning,	
full	of	purpose,	full	of	the	Spirit.	These	are	cursed	lives,	living	yet	dead,	reaping	the	
consequences	of	sin	and	idolatry.	
	
Or	consider	our	culture	more	broadly.	The	image	of	rotting	humanity	suggests	the	
hollowness,	isolation,	and	alienation	of	the	postmodern	self—the	rotting	away	of	
human	dignity.	We	have	more	tools	and	technologies	for	communication	than	
anyone	in	the	history	of	the	world—but	who	is	listening?	We	have	more	talk	than	
ever,	but	no	dialogue.	We	hurl	words	at	one	another	like	weapons	of	140	characters	
or	less.		If	you	ever	want	to	witness	the	zombie	apocalypse	of	the	21st	century,	try	
Twitter.	Or	reality	TV.	Or	cable	news.	Or	talk	radio.	Or	the	comments	section	on	
Buzzfeed.	Never	before	in	the	field	of	human	communication	have	so	many	said	so	
much	to	mean	so	little.	
	
Our	rebellion	against	God	causes	the	destruction	of	human	dignity	and	the	rotting	
away	of	our	ability	to	speak	and	listen	to	one	another	and	turns	us	into	spiritual	
zombies—a	ghastly	and	horrific	parody	of	the	true	humanity	God	intended	for	us.	
But	God’s	justice	is	not	spent	yet.	God’s	judgment	is	not	limited	to	its	effects	on	
individuals.	We	see	the	effects	of	sin	and	judgment	collectively.	A	society	made	up	of	
individuals	who	cannot	communicate	and	will	not	listen	to	one	another	will	not	
survive.	In	verses	13-15	“A	great	panic	from	the	Lord	shall	fall	on	them	so	that	
each	will	seize	the	hand	of	another,	and	the	hand	of	the	one	will	be	raised	
against	the	hand	of	the	other”	and	God’s	enemies	begin	to	fight	amongst	
themselves.	The	social	breakdown	erodes	human	flourishing:	prosperity	vanishes,	
as	the	“wealth	of	all	the	surrounding	nations	shall	be	collected.”	And	in	verse	15	
the	plague	falls	on	the	livestock,	suggesting	famine	and	starvation.		
	
Rebellion	against	God	undoes	human	civilization.	In	Matthew	24	Jesus	warns	us	of	
“wars	and	rumors	of	war,”	of	“nation	rising	against	nation	and	kingdom	against	
kingdom,”	of	famines	and	earthquakes	and	of	persecution.	Eventually,	as	Yeats	says,	
“things	fall	apart;	the	center	cannot	hold;	mere	anarchy	is	loosed	upon	the	world;	
the	blood-dimmed	tide	is	loosed.”	Civilization	is	a	fragile	achievement.	It	can	fall	
apart	if	the	self-destructiveness	of	sin	is	allowed	free	rein	long	enough.	We	see	
glimpses	of	this	in	our	headlines	when	we	read	about	Syria.	Or	Somalia.	Or	the	
Congo.	Or	North	Korea,	Equatorial	Guinea,	Yemen,	Iraq,	Afghanistan,	or	a	
distressingly	long	list	of	blighted	countries.	And	of	course	I	could	add:	when	we	read	
about	the	latest	mass	shooting—or	Planned	Parenthood	video.	Barbarism	is	
universal	and	not	limited	to	any	one	culture	or	nation.	
	
This	is	a	picture	of	what	happens	when	we	reject	our	King,	when	we	resist	his	rule,	
when	we	deny	his	justice.	We	bring	down	destruction	upon	ourselves.	And	it	is	right	
that	God	allows—even	ordains—such	destruction,	because	in	his	holiness	he	cannot	
let	rebellion	go	unpunished.	
	
22:00	



	
V.	The	Discipline	of	the	King	
	
When	the	King	arrives,	he	arrives	in	power	and	judgment.	But	he	also	arrives	with	
discipline	for	his	own	people.	This	may	be	a	hard	thing	for	some	of	you	to	hear,	but	
this	is	God’s	word.	We	read	in	verses	1-2,	“Behold,	a	day	is	coming	for	the	Lord,	
when	the	spoil	taken	from	you	will	be	divided	in	your	midst.	For	I	will	gather	
all	the	nations	against	Jerusalem	to	battle,	and	the	city	shall	be	taken	and	the	
houses	plundered	and	the	women	raped.”	This	prophesy,	coming	after	the	exile	
and	return,	takes	the	experience	of	Judah’s	recent	past	and	makes	it	an	image	of	
future	discipline.		
	
It	must	have	been	discouraging	to	hear	that	the	fall	of	Jerusalem	and	exile	was	not	
the	end	of	God’s	discipline	against	his	people.	Just	as	it	may	be	discouraging	for	you	
to	hear	that	God	allows	hard	things	to	happen	to	you.	God	does	not	promise	you	a	
life	of	ease	and	comfort	in	exchange	for	reading	the	Bible,	going	to	church,	and	
behaving	like	a	“good	person.”	You	should	do	those	things—but	you	should	do	them	
from	a	heartfelt	love	for	the	Lord	and	recognition	of	his	worthiness,	not	in	hopes	for	
a	religious	quid-pro-quo	in	which	you	treat	God	like	a	cosmic	vending	machine,	
churning	out	favors	and	goodies	when	you	pump	in	enough	coins	of	religious	
performance.	
	
No,	God	allows	hard	things	to	happen	to	his	people.	Why?	Why	is	there	pain	and	
suffering	and	evil	in	the	world?		
	
We	could	preach	a	whole	sermon—a	whole	series	of	sermons—just	on	this.	It	is	one	
of	the	hardest	and	most	wrenching	of	questions—not	just	for	Christians,	by	the	way,	
but	for	every	human	being.	In	other	words,	if	this	question	really	troubles	you,	
recognize	that	it	isn’t	a	problem	unique	to	Christianity.	If	you’re	interested	in	a	
dispassionate	discussion,	I	recommend	C.S.	Lewis’	The	Problem	of	Pain.	I	do	not	
recommend	this	book	if	you’re	currently	struggling	with	some	specific	difficulty	and	
are	looking	for	consolation.	
	
The	best	short	answer	I	can	give	you	is	that	there	are	two	sources	of	our	suffering:	
our	sin,	and	everything	else.	The	answer	is	easiest	for	suffering	that	we	cause	by	our	
own	sin.	Doesn’t	God	forgive	our	sins?	Yes,	he	does	forgive.	But	he	also	wants	us	to	
repent.	God	often	allows	us	to	experience	the	natural	consequences	of	our	sin	so	
that	we	understand	its	destructive	nature	and	know	more	deeply	why	we	should	
not	keep	sinning.	God	forgives	drunkenness,	but	allows	the	hangover.	If	he	magically	
spared	us	from	every	consequence,	we	would	have	a	far	harder	time	pursuing	
sanctification;	trials	and	hardships	are	among	the	best	schools	for	holiness	there	
are.	God	uses	hard	things	to	purify	us.	That	was	the	case	with	Israel’s	exile:	it	was	
God’s	punishment	on	them	for	generations	of	apostasy.	
	
Second,	for	those	hard	things	we	suffer	that	are	not	the	result	of	our	sin,	even	those	
God	can	use	to	teach	us	our	dependence	on	him.	I	realize	this	may	feel	like	cold	



comfort	to	any	of	you	currently	in	the	midst	of	a	difficult	trial—especially	if	you’ve	
been	the	victim	of	a	terrible	crime,	like	sexual	assault,	as	mentioned	in	our	passage.	
Why	did	God	have	to	allow	this	terrible	thing	to	happen	to	me?	Couldn’t	he	have	
arranged	things	differently?	I’ve	struggled	with	that	question	for	most	of	my	life	in	
relation	to	my	parents’	divorce.		
	
Your	suffering	is	real	and	God	knows	that	it	is	real.	The	Bible	is	replete	with	stories	
of	suffering	and	evil	and	injustice.	That	alone	should	give	us	some	comfort.	God	does	
not	tell	us	that	our	pain	is	an	illusion.	He	doesn’t	ask	us	to	bear	it	stoically	until	we	
attain	a	revelation	about	the	meaninglessness	of	it	all.	God	is	so	acquainted	with	our	
suffering	that	he	spent	a	surprising	amount	of	time	in	his	one	and	only	book	talking	
about	it.	
	
There	are	two	answers	that	I	can	give	about	our	pain	and	suffering—answers	that	
only	Christians	have.	
	
First,	God	uses	your	trials	and	pain	and	suffering	to	teach	us	to	depend	on	him	and	
be	more	like	him.	That’s	the	key	difference	between	God’s	judgment	against	his	
enemies	and	his	discipline	for	us.	When	God	judges	his	enemies,	he	is	punishing	evil	
and	getting	vengeance	on	those	who	deny	his	glory;	he	is	getting	glory	through	
justice.	When	God	allows	hard	things	to	happen	to	Christians,	he	is	disciplining	
those	he	loves	(Hebrews	12:6)	for	our	good.	He	is	getting	glory	through	mercy.	As	a	
Christian,	and	only	as	a	Christian,	your	suffering	has	meaning	because	it	is	a	vehicle	
for	your	further	growth—growth	in	patience,	perseverance,	courage,	and	even	joy.	
That’s	why	when	you	talk	to	someone	older	and	wiser	who	has	been	through	
difficult	times,	they’ll	often	tell	you	that	wouldn’t	have	it	any	other	way,	because	
they	know	that	God	used	those	hard	times	to	grow	in	them	an	inner	strength	they	
wouldn’t	otherwise	have.	
	
Second,	when	we	suffer,	we	join	our	Lord,	who	suffered	himself.	As	we	read	in	1	
Peter	2:21-23,	“Christ	also	suffered	for	you,	leaving	you	an	example,	so	that	you	
might	follow	in	his	steps…When	he	was	reviled,	he	did	not	revile	in	return;	when	he	
suffered,	he	did	not	threaten,	but	continued	entrusting	himself	to	him	who	judges	
justly.”	Or	again	in	2	Corinthians	1:5,	“For	as	we	share	abundantly	in	Christ's	
sufferings,	so	through	Christ	we	share	abundantly	in	comfort	too.”	
	
Christianity	is	a	unique	religion:	we	worship	a	suffering	God,	a	God	who	became	an	
infant,	experienced	pain,	humiliation,	hunger,	loneliness,	fatigue,	torture,	and	
execution.	At	Christmastime	we	sing	about	baby	Jesus	lying	in	a	manger,	but	we	
forget	that	was	a	disgusting,	unhygienic,	humiliating	place	for	labor	and	delivery.	It	
was	fitting	only	for	people	too	poor	to	afford	anything	better.	
	
Even	God’s	people	experience	a	taste	of	God’s	judgment—but	note	that	while	the	
hardship	is	severe,	Israel	survives.	Israel’s	punishment	lasts	two	verses;	her	
vindication,	the	rest	of	the	chapter.	The	Lord	will	ultimately	vindicate	his	people.	
God	will	not	let	his	people	be	vanquished.	While	it	can	be	discouraging	to	see	our	



trials	and	suffering	in	the	short	term,	it	should	be	even	more	encouraging	that	the	
return	from	exile	was	not	the	end	of	God’s	vindication.	God	will	pour	out	vastly	
more	blessing	on	his	people	than	they	could	imagine.	
	
31:13	
	
VI.	The	Mercy	of	the	King	
	
And	that	brings	us	to	our	last	two	points.	We’ve	spent	a	lot	of	time	dwelling	on	the	
judgment	of	the	King.	Now	we	need	to	note	something	else—something	equally	
important.	When	the	King	arrives,	he	arrives	with	mercy.	God	is	merciful.	His	
judgment	is	not	all-consuming.	Note	again	his	judgment	against	his	people	is	limited	
and	short.	Israel	suffers	for	two	verses,	and	the	rest	of	the	chapter	is	about	her	
protection,	life,	and	reconciliation.		
	
First,	God	protects.	Note	in	verses	10-11:	“The	whole	land	shall	be	turned	into	a	
plain…but	Jerusalem	shall	remain	aloft…And	it	shall	be	inhabited,	for	there	
shall	never	again	be	a	decree	of	utter	destruction.	Jerusalem	shall	dwell	in	
security.”	What’s	this	language	about	the	land	being	made	a	plain?	This	echoes	
Isaiah	40:4,	“Every	valley	shall	be	raised	up,	every	mountain	and	hill	made	low,	the	
rough	ground	shall	become	level,	the	rugged	places	a	plain.”	Luke	cites	this	passage	
in	Luke	3	to	mark	the	preparation	for	the	arrival	of	King	Jesus.	Here	again	the	King	is	
arriving,	the	way	is	being	prepared,	the	natural	order	is	making	way	for	him.		
	
What	happens	when	he	comes?	“Jerusalem	shall	remain	aloft”	and	“it	shall	remain	
inhabited”	and	“there	shall	never	again	be	a	decree	of	utter	destruction.”	This	was	
crucial	for	the	returned	exiles	to	hear.	They	had	just	returned	from	utter	
destruction,	and	heard	in	v1-2	that	there	was	yet	more	judgment	to	come	in	the	
future.	They	might	be	tempted	to	despair,	but	v11	reassures	them	that	God	will	
sustain	and	vindicate	them.	When	the	King	arrives,	God’s	people	are	preserved,	kept	
safe	both	from	their	enemies	and,	more	importantly,	from	God’s	wrath.	
	
Secondly,	God	gives	life.	On	the	day	that	God	is	King,	in	verse	8	“On	that	day	living	
waters	shall	flow.”		This	is	a	common	Biblical	phrase.	Jeremiah	(17:13)	refers	to	
God	as	the	fountain	of	living	waters.	Jesus	refers	to	himself	as	living	water	(John	
4:10)	and	offers	living	water	to	his	followers	(John	7:38),	which	John	says	is	a	
reference	to	the	Holy	Spirit.	Later,	in	John’s	vision	of	heaven	we	see	living	water	
flowing	from	the	throne	of	God	in	the	City	of	God	(Revelation	7:17	and	22:1-2).	This	
is	the	promise	of	eternal	life	with	God,	the	consummation	of	God’s	salvation.	God	
does	not	merely	protect:	he	animates,	enlivens,	empowers,	and	sustains	life.	
	
Note	also	where	the	waters	come	from.	From	the	context	it	seems	these	waters	are	
coming	from	the	valley	created	by	the	earthquake	that	split	the	Mount	of	Olives.	In	
other	words,	the	very	act	of	power	and	judgment	that	heralded	the	arrival	of	the	
king	also	and	simultaneously	is	the	occasion	for	the	King’s	mercy	and	overflowing	



life.	Sometimes	it	is	precisely	when	we	feel	most	frightened,	most	hard	pressed,	that	
God	is	preparing	to	pour	out	the	most	overwhelming	blessings.		
	
Thirdly,	God	reconciles.	Note	where	these	waters	are	flowing.		The	waters	flow	out	of	
Jerusalem	“half	of	them	to	the	eastern	sea	and	half	of	them	to	the	western	sea.	
It	shall	continue	in	summer	as	in	winter.”	God’s	blessings	flow	in	all	directions,	to	
all	nations	without	distinction	between	Jew	and	Gentile,	to	every	tribe	and	tongue	
and	people	and	nation.	We	see	this	again	in	verse	16.	“Everyone	who	survives	of	
all	the	nations	that	have	come	against	Jerusalem	shall	go	up	year	after	year	to	
worship	the	King.”		
	
God’s	promise	of	salvation	is	not	limited	to	ethnic	Israel.	People	from	every	nation	
are	invited,	even	commanded,	to	worship	the	king.	God	does	not	merely	protect	and	
enliven;	he	reconciles	the	nations,	brings	them	together,	undoes	the	curse	of	Babel,	
adopts	us	into	the	cosmic	family	of	God.	The	waters	flow	ceaselessly;	just	as	water	
flowing	in	summer	and	winter	would	go	against	the	natural	order,	so	God’s	
blessings	are,	in	a	sense,	unnatural.	By	nature	we	are	sinful;	God	blesses.	
	
We	see	this	also	with	the	Feast	of	Booths	in	verse	16.	We	learn	about	the	feast	in	
Leviticus	23:39-43.	The	feast	partly	celebrated	the	agricultural	harvest,	but	God	also	
commanded	that	Israel	use	the	time	of	celebration	to	commemorate	the	Exodus	and	
the	wandering	in	the	desert—perhaps	intentionally	making	Israel	reflect	right	
during	the	most	prosperous	time	of	the	year	on	their	dependence	on	God	and	their	
sin.	Commentaries	say	this	is	the	same	as	the	“Feast	of	Tabernacles”	that	Jesus	
observes	in	John	7.	Significance:	all	nations	participate	in	celebrating	God’s	bounty	
and	remembering	their	dependence	on	him	and	their	sin.	
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VII:	The	Reign	of	the	King	
	
Finally	we	come	to	the	Reign	of	the	King.	We	encounter	this	seemingly	odd	image	of	
the	phrase	“Holy	to	the	LORD,”	inscribed	on	horses	bells;	of	kitchenware	being	
equated	with	the	instruments	of	worship	in	the	Temple.	What’s	going	on	here?	In	
the	new	creation,	where	all	people	worship	God	as	King,	God’s	presence	is	universal	
and	he	will	have	made	all	things	holy.		
	
As	we	see	in	Revelation	(21:22),	there	is	no	Temple	in	the	City	of	God,	and	no	sun	or	
moon.	We	will	not	need	to	go	to	a	specific	building	to	meet	with	God,	or	use	special	
tools	or	instruments.	All	things	are	holy,	and	God	is	present	everywhere	illuminating	
all	things,	and	we	are	his	temple.	The	curtain	is	torn	in	two;	we	have	direct	access	to	
the	Holy	of	Holies.	There	is	no	more	human	priesthood,	because	we	have	a	great	
high	priest	in	Jesus!	
	
God	is	King,	and	the	King	is	coming!	How	should	we	respond	to	King	Jesus?	Whose	
side	are	you	on?	When	the	King	returns,	will	you	worship,	or	rebel?	If	you	worship	



the	king,	you	know	the	end	of	the	story,	and	it	should	change	how	you	interpret	the	
story	of	your	life.	Let	me	quickly	suggest	five	things	that	should	distinguish	
Christians	because	of	their	King.		
	
Vigilance.	Are	you	apathetic?	Lazy?	Do	you	care	that	there	is	a	King	who	rules	and	
who	demands—who	merits—your	worship?	Do	you	think	religion	is	just	a	form	
of	therapy?	It	isn’t.	Christianity	is	a	historical	religion,	based	on	events	that	
actually	happened	in	the	past	and	events	that	will	happen	in	the	future.		Should	
inspire	us	to	work	and	be	dedicated	to	mission.	The	Greeks	with	their	cyclical	view	
of	history	tended	to	be	fatalistic,	as	if	human	effort	didn’t	matter;	bad	for	human	
flourishing.	A	linear	view	with	a	goal	at	the	end	is	both	true	and	is,	in	fact,	better	
therapy	because	it	motivates	us	to	work.	
	
Perseverance.	Will	you	suffer	eternally	and	without	meaning,	or	will	you	join	your	
King	in	his	suffering	and	see	it	redeemed	in	glory?	How	do	you	cope	with	suffering?	
Are	you	resentful	and	bitter?	Or	do	you	rejoice	in	trials	and	rejoice	at	the	
opportunity	to	suffer	with	Christ?		
	
Confidence.	Do	the	headlines	worry	you?	Do	you	feel	unsafe?	Are	you	worried	about	
the	future?	God	protects.	Even	if	in	this	life	you	are	physically	unsafe,	you	are	safe	if	
your	treasure	is	in	heaven.	Matthew	10:28;	fear	the	one	who	can	cast	body	and	soul	
into	hell.	God	protects	you	if	you	trust	him.	If	you	struggle	with	fear,	talk	to	other	
believers,	confess	your	fear,	ask	how	your	fear	affects	your	daily	life,	ask	God	for	
deliverance.	
	
Reconciliation.	God	reconciles	all	nations	to	himself.	The	living	waters	flow	to	the	
east	and	the	west.	Are	you	bigoted?	Do	you	secretly	harbor	a	fear	of	people	who	
aren’t	like	you?	Are	you	afraid	of	Arabs,	South	Asians,	black	men---	or	white?	God	
forms	his	people	from	those	who	trust	in	Jesus,	from	every	tribe	and	tongue	and	
people	and	nation.	He	made	people	of	every	pigmentation	and	every	language	
group.	Yes!!	If	you	find	yourself	feeling	uncomfortable	or	unsafe	around	people	who	
are	different	than	you,	I	encourage	you	to	make	it	a	point	to	spend	time	with	them.	
That’s	what	the	church	is	for.	We	should	be	the	society	that	displays	the	diversity	of	
God’s	family	in	unity	with	him.	This	is	the	institution	where	you	most	should	not	
only	feel	safe	with	diversity,	but	celebrate	it	and	enjoy	the	variety	of	God’s	creation	
in	humankind.	We	can	enjoy	true	diversity	because	of	our	unity	in	him.	
	
Joyful	anticipation.	God	enlivens.	Are	you	weary?	Sick?	Getting	old?	Too	burnt	out	to	
invest	in	relationships?	God	enlivens.	Trust	him,	and	he	will	give	you	the	life	you	
need—more	than	what	you	need.	Take	the	time	to	attend	on	Sunday	morning;	invest	
in	city	group;	meet	with	your	fight	clubs	or	in	your	disciplining	relationships.	Make	
it	a	priority,	and	the	Lord	will	use	those	relationships	to	bless	you	with	abundant	
life.	
	



God	is	King,	and	the	King	is	coming.	We	celebrated	Christmas	this	week,	which	is	the	
King’s	first	arrival.	He	is	coming	again,	and	coming	soon,	and	we	he	does,	he	will	be	
King	over	all	the	earth,	and	he	will	be	one,	and	his	name	one.	
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