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Now if one of your first thoughts on this passage is, “It doesn’t apply to me,” you’ve already 
proven it does. You’ve missed the message. This chapter is telling us we live in dangerous 
days, so dangerous anyone can be duped. So if we start off thinking, I’m above all that, 
we’ve already inhaled the noxious gas of self-reliant elitism. Instead, let’s get ourselves 
under the waterfall of God’s Word to receive what he has for us. Before we pray, you should 
know I can’t possibly address everything, but most of what I miss we will discuss in three 
weeks, after our NC, in Jude. Dangerous days come in the form of a: Pathology, a Contagion, 
and a Demise.   
 
Pathology of Pride 
First, the pathology. Picking up in verse 10, we get a summary of the false teacher’s state. 
They are “especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. 
Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones.” What’s the 
pathology, the cause of disease? Bold and willful. The word is arrogance, boldly arrogant 
they tremble before no one. It’s a pathology of pride. The pathology of pride evaluates and 
privileges everything from a single perspective, our own. If this disease got loose it would 
create a culture in which every single opinion matters more than what’s true. Anyone 
could have a personal talk show, a social platform, a way to broadcast their own opinion, 
and truth, well that would get in the way of opinion. Why? Well because truth claims higher 
authority than opinion. In a court of law, your opinion entitles you to nothing. What matters 
is the facts. The facts invalidate opinions because they’re true. And the facts of the Bible 
frequently confront our opinions. They put us in our place. But often we’re tempted to 
privilege opinion. As a pastor, I see it often. Someone will come in for counseling, and I’ll 
empathize with their struggle, and get down to the nub of the issue, they’ll object very 
politely of course, and say something like: But you don’t know how difficult my spouse is, but 
the books I’ve read about parenting say, or I don’t want to be lonely. Suddenly, out of nowhere, 
opinion comes along and trumps Scripture: stay faithful your marriage covenant is with God, 
discipline your children in the fear and instruction of the Lord, stop sleeping around your body 
is God’s temple. Opinion trumps Bible, preference rules God’s perfect Word. When God’s 
word should rule our opinion! Consider your CG discussions. Do you privilege people’s 
opinions over God’s words? Bad counsel leaks out all the time because we honor 
perspective over Scripture. Someone shares about a struggle with anger saying, it’s just 
because I’m exhausted from kids and work. And everyone nods, yeah. No, the reason we get 
angry isn’t our kids or work fault; it’s our fault. We see our kids and our work as a threat to 
peace and happiness. Tell the truth! It sets people free. Leaders we’ve got to do this, allow 
the Bible to trump opinion, winsomely. But these leaders don’t; they are so intoxicated by 
their own views they don’t bat an eye at blaspheming authority, not even creatures 
categorically higher, glorious ones. Now who are these beings? It likely refers to angelic 
beings as it does in some Jewish literature. In fact, Peter is drawing on a similar passage 
from Jude 9, where Michael the archangel refuses to rebuke the devil, a fallen angel, “But 
when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of 
Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord 
rebuke you.” Peter’s more general point is that the false teachers are arrogant enough to do 



 
what angels would refuse to do—rebuke other fallen angels. Where fools rush in, angels 
tread lightly. Now, some Christians have an unhealthy preoccupation with angels, fallen or 
unfallen. Some like to practice the naming and shunning of demons, which is never 
prescribed in the Bible. Peter says (12) they act like irrational animals blaspheming about 
matters of which they are ignorant. They traffic in things they do not understand. And they 
are tricked into thinking they are spiritually important. In the Gospels, Christ alone inquires 
after a demon’s name (Lk. 8:30) not the disciples. They know to tread lightly. I’m reminded 
of the passage in Acts 19 where some exorcists try to cast a demon out and the demon 
beats them naked, saying Jesus I know and Paul I recognize but I’ve never heard of you. 
Like the archangel, we should let the Lord do the rebuking. Another interpretation is 
possible. These teachers could be simply denying angelic realm altogether. Oh, that’s silly. 
Everyone knows better. Like their position regarding divine judgment, “Where is the 
promise of its coming?” This is awfully convenient. It’s like they want to remove any 
obstacle that would question their authority. Deny the supernatural and you call the shots. 
Whether its anti-supernatural bias or flagrant disregard for authority, Peter pinpoints the 
pathology—pride—inflated ego from treasuring opinion more than God’s truth.  
 
 
Contagion of Permissiveness 
This pathology is dangerous because it spreads like a contagion through the Body: “They 
count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their 
deceptions, while they feast with you. They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. 
They entice unsteady souls” (13-16). Pride leads to permissiveness. If you own the moral 
compass, not surprisingly it leads wherever you want. And for these teachers it led to a 
pursuit of pleasure to such a degree that things formerly done in the dark were celebrated 
in the light. The word pleasure is the word hedone. This is a brazen hedonism without the 
restraint of God’s truth. Open celebration of sin. Greed is rewarded and encouraged 
through credit card debt and living beyond our means. Our city marches each year to 
celebrate the freedom of sexual expression without boundaries. Now some sexual sin is 
brazen and some is not. Eyes full of adultery, every woman or man a potential sexual 
fantasy, undressed in the privacy of your mind. But public opinion draws a line. Most of us 
aren’t out and out hedonists. Its morally repugnant to get caught looking at porn, or sexting 
as a public figure who is married. This shows a lack of self-control and professionalism. 
Everyone knows you do that kind of thing off the clock, in private. So it shows up when 
scrolling sites or feeds before you go to bed, maybe checking out tinder for a date, or 
watching a series that has consistently racy scenes. But hey, you’re a professional. You 
work hard during the day so you can party at night. Who’s to tell you what to do with your 
private life? After all, you’ve got the compass. But maintaining a public/private life divide 
will catch up with you. It leads to dis-integration, the breaking apart of a unified identity in 
Christ. In 3:14 we are told to be diligent to be found by him (Christ) without spot or 
blemish. But the egotistical authorities are “blots and blemishes” on the body. A spotless 
animal was required for sacrifice to God. Are you aiming for spotless, seeking holiness, or 
are you easily coaxed by opinion? Duped to take up your own way, not the way of 
righteousness. How do you know? Look at your relationships. Do they promote 
permissiveness, privilege opinion? This can creep into a friendship or marriage where we 
lower, not raise the bar for one another. Credit card debt, excessive drinking, Bible drift, 



 
coolness to Christ. Do you have lower or raise the bar friendships? Remember, the 
pathology affects the whole body—the family, the FC, the CG. So when we remain aloof, and 
refuse to insist on the truth, we weaken the body. Pride unsettles the community, creating 
openings for contagion. But when we speak the truth in love, we make the body healthy. 
We build it up. Peter also warns of being enticed as an unsteady soul. The word entice 
means to bait an animal. Is the hook of porn or popular opinion in your mouth? Or worse, 
have you taken the bait and swallowed permissive dogma whole? Remember the facts: 
God’s Word is true, profitable for everything. Opinions won’t be admitted in the Final Court 
of law. Submit your opinions to God. Don’t quarrel with angels. Take your place before the 
Word, and aim for righteousness.  
 
A Dangerous Demise 
We’ve looked at the pathology of pride, the contagion of permissiveness, and now the 
dangerous demise for those who go along with it. Peter says, For them the gloom of utter 
darkness has been reserved (2:17). He’s speaking about the teachers and those who go 
along with them. But we do not get there overnight. Our hearts are trained, (14). The word 
trained is gυμνάζω from which we get the word gymnasium. It is commonly used to refer 
to gymnastic exercises/discipline. Three days a week for three hours at a time, my 
daughter trains in gymnastics. Why? For gold, for a personal best. Training is set on a 
trajectory. We too train our desires. The question is What are you aiming for? Your 
calendar will tell you. Your use of God’s Word will show you. Are you training for the gospel 
or training for greed? When you face the judgment, will Jesus place gold or plastic around 
your neck? Peter says watch out for the medals that are cheap and hollow, They promise 
them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a 
person, to that he is enslaved (19). He’s restating his point, your training is set on a 
trajectory. Your Master determines your discipline. Put anything other than Christ in your 
sights, and you train for greed. But if we seek first the kingdom of God, everything else will 
be added. Prize the king and you’ll enter the kingdom. Prize opinion and you’ll be punished. 
Peter pulls the curtain back on the false teachers; they are waterless springs. Imagine 
walking miles of desert to finally fall upon an oasis. You make your way to the spring to find 
no water. This is the emptiness of Self, the pathology of pride; the awfulness of life lived by 
opinion. It cannot satisfy! Your thirst is made for water and your questions for truth. Your 
longings for satisfaction; your discipline for gold, the golden glory of Christ our King. Our 
training determines our trajectory. And Peter gets down to the brass tacks, the real demise, 
when he says that, although these people had a knowledge of Christ, they are now so 
entangled in their own views that their last state has become worse than their first: “For it 
would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after 
knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment” (21). In other words the gospel can 
save you but it can also condemn you, depending on what you do with it. Now how is it 
possible to have a knowledge of Christ and abandon it? I thought it was once saved always 
saved? I recommend study of the last four chapters of Matthew, where Jesus says it’s “the 
one who endures to the end who will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will 
come” (24:13). The gospel requires endurance. You don’t get the medal if you bail on the 
race. And listen, once saved always saved sounds cheap to secular people. Easy believism. 
Agree with orthodox doctrine and live how you want. That’s not a meaningful worldview, 



 
thoughtful people want nothing to do with it. But the true gospel isn’t once saved always 
saved; it’s once saved always sanctified. That’s the biblical norm. Jesus expectation. And 
that’s why we’ve got this strong word from Peter, his disciple. Are we saved by faith alone? 
Absolutely. But faith doesn’t remain alone. The faith that saves is the faith that sanctifies. So 
let’s get vigilant about the pathology, cut out the pride. Get rid of the symptoms, do away 
with permissiveness. And train our hearts in the trajectory of the Christ. Then, we’ll bite 
down on the gold of the kingdom.  
 


