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The Nearness of God in an Unjust City 
John Seago | Psalm 10:1-18 | December 28, 2014 

1 Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? 

Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 

2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; 
let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised. 
 
3 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, 
and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD. 
 
4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him;  
all his thoughts are,  “There is no God.” 
 
5 His ways prosper at all times; 
your judgments are on high,  out of his sight; 
as for all his foes, he puffs at them. 
 
6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; 
throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.” 
 
7 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; 
under his tongue are mischief and iniquity. 
 
8 He sits in ambush in the villages; 
in hiding places he murders the innocent. 
 
His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless; 
9 he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket; 
he lurks that he may seize the poor; 
he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net. 
 
10 The helpless are crushed, sink down, 
and fall by his might. 
 
11 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, 
he has hidden his face, he will never see it.” 
 
12 Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; 
forget not the afflicted. 
 
13 Why does the wicked renounce God 
and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”? 
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14 But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation, 
that you may take it into your hands; 
to you the helpless commits himself; 
you have been the helper of the fatherless. 
 
15 Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; 
call his wickedness to account till you find none. 
 
16 The LORD is king forever and ever; 
the nations perish from his land. 
 
17 O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; 
you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear 
18 to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, 
so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more. 
 
Getting close to New Years, a lot of people are reflecting on this past year. The top 10 
movies of the year, the best books of the year, even top 5 must-see cat videos of 2014. 
While these are fun to reflect on all that was good of the last year, the reality is that 
there were a lot of horrible tragedies of 2014. Looking back at the top newstories of this 
year, it is undeniable that today we’re surrounded by evil and injustice. This last year it 
was impossible to escape: 

• Whether they are universally recognized injustices like:  
o Mass shootings in schools 
o Terrorist group kidnapping more than 200 Nigerian girls 
o Iraqi Christians being martyred 
o reporters being beheaded on the news,  

• OR controversial and politically charged tragedies like: 
o The death of Michael Brown,  
o The death of Eric Garner and what most people saw as a failure of the 

judicial system,  
o The killing of two NYPD officers as revenge 
o The push for the legalization of assisted suicide in Canada and the US 

 
While the details of some of these topics require a lot of thoughtful discussion and hard 
biblical reflection, our society’s moral conscience was on display following these 
headlines and new stories this year. Our nation was faced with horrific tragedies and 
our culture including most self-proclaiming Christians displayed an utter inability to 
biblically handle and respond to these phenomenal atrocities.  
 
This morning, I’m not going to tell you what our church’s staff is doing about this issues, 
or what political party you need to get involved with although Psalm 82 does have 
significant political implications. Change in these issues begins with us, individual 
believers and how we respond with the consciences the Lord has given us. 
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And much change is needed in our city, the fall has corrupted man and nature alike so 
that abuse, decay, wickedness, and injustice abounds. We all know it. Whether you are 
a Christian or not, everyone in this room is acutely aware at the very least that things 
are not as they should be. A few weeks ago, following the court’s announcement not to 
indict the police involved in Eric Garner’s death, I was really torn up, struggling with 
what on the surface seems to be a gross failure of human justice and I was talking to a 
friend of mine who is not a believer, he’s brilliant guy with a very different philosophy of 
religion than most of us would hold, and after talking about how people were responding 
to Eric Garner’s death with such racism and ugliness to each other and he concluded 
from a non-religious perspective, “You know, as a species, we may suck.” And I have to 
agree with him. The Bible does teach that human’s are naturally sinful, David himself 
has used very help imagery and clarity on the issue (Psalm 14 & 51). 
 
But, we don't have the corner market on noticing and feeling the weight of injustice in 
our society, but we as Christians do have the most adequate context to understand 
injustice and how to response to it.  
 
That guidance is here for us and we need to hold tight to it. When we don't follow 
biblical guidance on how to respond to injustice appropriately we avert our eyes, 
we muffle our prayers, and we walk past the innocent victims of our society. 
 
And Psalm 10 is specifically helpful and instructive for us as a model. This is a psalm of 
lament. It’s an expression of deep sorrow over the injustice David witnessed in his own 
society, a cry for God to restore justice, and ultimately its an affirmation that the Lord is 
King and will do justice.  
 
So in Psalm 10 we see these three stages, this will be our outline for the text (if you’re 
taking notes):  

a. Questioning – Verse 1 
b. Describing the injustice – Verse 2-11 
c. Requesting – Verse 12-18   

Section One: Questioning 

So lets look at verse 1, David laments:  

“1 Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? 

Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?” 

• V1 Personally as more of an analytical type, my first impression is: “Come on 
David, pull it together. Quit being so dramatic.”  

• It seems like David is just doing experiential theology: he is making truth claims 
about God based on his limited perspective. But, yes David is passionately 
describing the situation but he is also appropriately viewing it as well.   
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o First: Why are you so far away?  
§ David is not asking why are you distancing yourself physically like 

the philosophy of deism or like Jonah when he thought he could sail 
away from Nineveh to escape the presence of God.  

§ David’s question is metaphorical, why are you not getting involved. 
§ We see this word used in 22:19, says, “But you, O Lord, do not be 

far off! O you my help, come quickly to my aid!”  
§ So essentially here in Ps 10, David is asking “WHY ARE YOU NOT 

HELPING?” 
o Second: David asks, Why have you hidden yourself? 

§ He’s saying “God, you know there is trouble and you refuse to be 
involved.” 

§ Why are you ignoring cries for help like in Ps 55:1 where David 
writes “Give ear to my prayer, O God, and hide not yourself from 
my plea for mercy!”  

o These two questions share the same problem at their core: We cannot 
see the Lord in action because he is distant or hidden. And we all fall back 
on this dubious premise that if I cant see it, its not there. 

o This is especially hard and troubling “In times of trouble”1  
 

Now, David is not questioning God because he has bad theology or because he 
didn't listen closely enough on Sunday morning. David’s questioning is actually 
informed by true Biblical principles.  

• In fact, David is holding tight to a few biblical truths that don't seem to be 
adequately explaining the current situation.2 

• If you were here last Easter, we as a church embraced doubt to find Christ. 
o Asking questions should not be looked down on.  

• Now when we do have answers, some of us of who study theology and 
scripture are tempted to think that just because we know the root cause for sin, 
pain and suffering in the world, we should somehow be immune to seeing it and 
how it affects our society and knowing the answers keeps us from feeling deep 
sorrow of it.  

 
But this is wrong, scripture gives us a much fuller view of how humans work, which is 
more than just simply being rational animals.3 This is a theme that Jonathan has 
rightfully kept bringing up, most recently when we discussed using our imagination to 
glorify God. The Psalms themselves are an excellent example of engaging our 
passions, emotions, and imagination to worship and draw near to God.  
 

                                                
1 Same phrase used in 9:9, the Lord is supposed to be “a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in 
times of trouble.” However David’s complaint is that God is inactive and currently disengaged in what is 
clearly a time of trouble.  
2 Just like those who struggle with the problem of evil.  
3 At the core this is bad anthropology, because we are saying something really unbiblical about what man 
is when we claim that our thinking/reason can override or disengage our passions and emotions.  
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Even though David had his theology correct, that does not keep him from crying out to 
the Lord at the sight of systematic and gross injustice that pervades the world. And our 
theology should not keep up from godly sorrow and lamentation over the consequences 
of sin in our world today. 
 
Even if we read all the heady books, and pay close attention to Jonathan’s sermons 
here at CLC, we can ask the same questions of God. This can and should be our own 
reaction when innocent lives are being taken, humans being objectified, abused, and 
even murdered in our midst.  
 
So David’s response is not unholy, and its not disingenuous, another problem we could 
have with the text. But, this is not a corny pious facebook status or an image-
maintaining tweet, this is a deep prayer and lamentation over utter horrific sins and the 
inescapable consequences of them.  We’ll see later we should look at the injustice in 
our city, respond by crying out Lord have mercy and draw near to God and going to 
those in need. 
 
So we see David’s question here. 
 
Next, Second section: Verses 2-11 – David describing the injustice 
This section is important, because its not just that he’s passionate about something 
arbitrary that's happening in his land, right? David is passionately crying out to God 
about real and horrible societal ills.  
 
I mean I had a passionate response when the show arrested development got cancelled 
or even worse when Netflix added season to the show and it was a bust. I loved that 
show. I was crying out to God when it was cancelled. Now, while you may say it is 
completely unethical and intolerable for your favorite movie to get such bad reviews, 
David is not just crying out to the Lord over his personal preferences or something 
pedantic.  
 
But we see in verses 2-11 what David is witnessing and is crying out: 
 

• David’s main concern here seems to be systematic attacks on individuals. David 
is looking at Social Injustices.  

• Verse 2: The wicked hotly pursue the poor, catching them in devised schemes.  
• Verse 8: the wicked sits in ambush in the villages,  

o in hiding places he murders the innocent.  
o The wicked is always looking for the helpless.  

 
Some of these injustices we’re most sensitive to and broken over today are not just 
solitary acts. They are not just random crimes, but they have become institutions, 
industries that targets specific demographics, populations, “villages,” and specific 
victims. Think of terrorist groups like the planned Taliban attack on a Pakistani school 
two weeks ago, or the organized crime rings that run human trafficking. 
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These are predatory scheme’s, business models built on hiding, looking for the 
helpless, kidnapping neglected children or vulnerable women in order to sell them into 
compelled prostitution.4  
 

• Verse 9: He lurks like a lion so that he may seize the poor 
§ David goes from the image of a robbers hiding/waiting to image of a 

lion crouching/hunting the poor. 
o He seizes the poor when he draws him into his net.  
o In our culture there are several industries and businesses that seem to be 

such predators: like bad payday lending practices or racketeering of the 
fake non-profit organizations.  

• Verse 10: the helpless are crushed, sink down, and fall by his might.  
o So we see the wicked not only scheme and draw the helpless in his net, 

but his scheming/planning is always accompanied by violence. Once they 
are in his net, he crushes them, they sink down and fall. 

 
These acts are wrong, these are unjust practices, it didn't sit well with David and it 
should not sit well with us, as humans as moral agents created with active consciences. 
 
So, in this section, David is concerned with abuses on innocent human beings. There is 
room in the church for discussion about other areas like what has been called 
“environmental justice,” but the utmost ethical concern in scripture are the attacks on 
humans. There is a permeating principle in scripture that God has made humans in his 
image and has given them specific value and place in the world.  
 David does not give us an analytical definition of justice and injustice here, but a 
descriptive one that all humans deserve more than they are receiving in these practices. 
This is what we mean when we say that an art print doesn't “do justice” to a painting or 
a picture on our phone doesn't “do justice” to a skyline we’re trying to capture. These 
things deserve more.5 
 This is specifically why I’m passionate about bioethics, and am committed to the 
work I do in public policy to pass laws that restore justice for pregnant women, preborn 
children, and vulnerable patients. These are justice issues because I see that scripture 
asserts what science confirms that the existence of a specific human being starts at 
fertilization, and at that point Scripture places value and imperatives for individuals and 
society about protecting that life from the types of injustices we’ve been talking about. I 
do view this as the most important question surrounding the issue of elective abortion, 
embryo-destroying scientific research, and medical ethics. 
 
But it is this conviction and biblical principles that I see this psalm applies to bioethical 
concerns very appropriately. 

Now to be clear, I’m not here to represent the official position of our elders or the 
church, but would be happy to discuss these issues further. I have been called into this 

                                                
4 This scheme, these wicked nets, have devastating effects on our societies, seen in the statistics like that 
20.9 million victims of human trafficking globally,  
5 This is an Aristotelian vision of justice. 
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area as a vocation, but not everyone has. Our elders have led this church not to simply 
take up different causes. There are innumerable causes in the world that our local 
expression of the church cannot and will never address. That’s okay. That’s why there is 
a global, diverse church that is made up of believers with different passions, 
consciences and skills.  
 
Third section of the passage: Verse 12-15  

• In this last section we see David making a request for justice according to God’s 
character. 

• See, the reason these systematic wrongdoings disturbed David so deeply 
and affect us even today, is not just because God had commanded his 
people to do justice, but because our drive for justice comes from the very 
character of God.  

o We’re all made in God’s image and he is just. 
• Justice is one of the central and defining attributes God has revealed about 

himself: 
o In these really grand passages of scripture explaining who God is, it lists 

attributes and then describes what he does. And in some of the most 
important moments, God reveals himself as the God who executes justice. 
(Deut 10:17-18) 

o Even David in another Psalm simply proclaims: “The Lord loves justice.” 
(Ps 37:28) 

o This simple yet cosmically consequential premise is the fuel of the 
gospel. The narrative of scripture is driven by the fundamental 
premise that the Lord, YHWH, the creator is a just God.  

• The ultimate expression of this is in the person and work of CHRIST. Christ IS 
THE FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S JUSTICE: When Isaiah was telling of the 
Messiah, he prophesizes that Christ “will bring justice to the nations.”6  

o That's why the angels sang that the birth of Christ meant peace on earth.7 
o At the heart of the gospel, Christ volunteers to receive injustice to fulfill 

God’s just verdict.8 
o Because of our sin is against a God whose holiness is exhaustive, 

immediate and temporal consequences of our sin can not equal the 
offense against an infinitely good God. This means that all humans who 
are willfully living in sin require eternal punishment. But God, being rich in 
mercy as well as justice, knowing our sin to come, devised a plan before 
the first humans even existed. His plan was not to set aside his justice but 
to fulfill it by practicing his mercy. So in place of sinners, Jesus Christ 
became a human being in order to receive the wrath, anger, and the 
punishment on the cross that we deserved as rebels against God’s 
holiness. Christ rose again and conquered death, ascended into heaven 

                                                
6 Isaiah 42:1-4, which is quoted in Matt 12:18. 
7 We see in Luke 11:42, that Jesus says to the Pharisees: “Woe to you for neglecting justice.” 
8  Philip, Acts 8:32: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
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and sits at the right hand of the father so that now through the Holy Spirit 
those who have faith in Christ’s victorious work and those who repent shall 
not suffer eternal punishment for their sin against a just God.  

o God has done something epic about injustice, something that no man or 
woman can match. He absorbed the injustice of sin and evil at the cross.  

o All history is shaped around this narrative because God loves justice. 
• This is why scripture is filled with repeated imperatives and high callings for us to 

love and seek justice.  
o “Justice and only justice, you shall follow…” (Deut: 16:20) 
o “You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his lawsuit.  
o do not kill the innocent and righteous, for I will not acquit the wicked.” 

(Exodus 23:6-7) 
o We’re told to do and preserve justice in our city. 

 
• There is this very dynamic literary device here in the psalm, that I encourage you 

guys to look at later, the parallel progressions of David and the wicked man here. 
David affirms truth about who God is but… 

• We see the wicked man progresses in the lies he believes about God and what 
God will or will not do about injustice.   

• The wicked man denies God is there, denies that God sees their acts, denies 
that God will hold them accountable, but David is going in the opposite direction. 

• See, David says in Verse 12: “Arise, O Lord, O God, lift up your hand; forget not 
the afflicted.” 

o David is imploring the Lord to act, get involved. 
o DON'T BE FAR, BUT COME NEAR.  

• Verse 13: David contrasts the wicked man’s thoughts to reality: 
o The wicked doesn't think you’ll do anything about the injustice, BUT…  

• BUT…Verse 14: “you DO see. You note the wrong doing and those that disrupt 
peace” –  

o I love this verse, it promises the fulfillment of my yearning for justice.  
o David is combating the appearance of the situation with Gospel truth: God 

is just, we don't see him BUT he is near.  
o And look, God doesn't just note these things, he notes SO THAT he may 

take it into his hands.9 
• Verse 15: David asks for two things: 

o Break his arm: to stop doing harm and keep him from doing harm 
o Call all his wickedness to account – thoroughly judge his acts, Don't 

overlook one of the multi-millions of the abused and victimized.  
 
When it comes to controversial or hard topics, we’re shy and we want to appear 
enlightened and progressive, but through the guidance of scripture, our consciences are 

                                                
9 All throughout redemptive history we see God has been a helper of the fatherless. First and foremost, 
spiritually to us orphans who Romans 8 tells us we are now the children of God, for we “have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons. But also in the social sense ensuring the laws, judges and institutions of earth 
do not forsake the orphans and widows.  
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informed to have moral certitude that the intentionally causing an innocent human’s 
death is a moral wrong. With that biblical certitude we can ask God boldly like David 
here. 

• We can ask that of these murderous terrorists groups. 
• We can ask that of these scumbags that kidnap women and force them into 

prostitution. 
• After those bold requests, we see a shift in Verse 16 to just affirmations of 

Truth that give David such confidence, which is where his and our hope 
lies:  

o The Lord is king forever and ever 
• V17: Finally in V17, we get a direct answer to David’s original questions in verse 

1: YOU DO HEAR the desire of the afflicted, you will strengthen them, you will 
incline your ear.  

o ALL THIS TO SAY: You are not far off, you are near, and although you’re 
not stopping the injustice now, YOU WILL.  

o THIS IS A PROMISE OF FUTURE ACTION BECAUSE YOU DO LOVE 
JUSTICE as Psalm 37 told us.  

o OH Lord you WILL INCLINE YOUR HEAR TO DO JUSTICE TO THE 
FATHERLESS AND OPPRESSED, TO STOP THE TERROR OF THE 
WICKED upon weak, poor and vulnerable. 

o David affirms that the Lord is actually near, but for us, we have seen 
historically the nearness of God revealed even more.  

o The paramount expression of God’s nearness was a physical/historical 
event. God actually descended from heaven and became a man, he 
actually stretched out his hand and healed, fed, and lifted a sinful world 
from its darkness.  

o And the ultimate future hope is the return of Christ when he functions as 
the King of the earth. 

§ At that point just laws will prevail, wrongdoing will not go 
unpunished and peace will be established. 

§ There will be no Supreme Court opinions, no indictments, no 
elections, no lobbying, no debates, no political posturing, there will 
simply be the reign of a just government. 

 
So, the problem still remains, the answer was just a promise of the future. The lack of 
immediate answers, timely solutions from God does in fact frustrate our desire for 
justice. This frustration finds its climax in the death of Christ, which from a human point 
of view was supremely unjust. But God answers in the resurrection, and therefore we 
can trust we’ll receive further answers during the reign of Christ (ESV, 2648).  
 
Response:  

1. Eyes – Look at injustice, don't avert your eyes from the needy, the helpless, the 
fatherless, widows or any other victims.  
• David did not avert his eyes, he looked right into the corruption of his land. 
• The deep sorrow we get from looking at injustice should remind us of the 

gospel, how it is real, it is gives hope to a sinful and ugly people. 
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2. Knees – David is a singer/songwriter, but he’s no Damien Rice or Dashboard 
Confessional, he’s not just writing a sad song to wallow in. When he looked into 
the wickedness and to the oppressed, he cried out to the Lord in this psalm. 
• Pray for their safety of the oppressed, pray the innocent would be spared and 

live. 
• Pray against the wicked, pray these unjust industries would crumble, that they 

would loose their appeal, they would be exposed out and destroyed. t  
• Pray for efforts to do justice, to protect the vulnerable.  
• Find biblical ways to pray for the victims of the injustices you see and are 

broken over. For us, we pray for pregnant women, that they would be 
courageous, strong, and find refuge and support in times of trouble.  

3. Feet 
• What we do with our eyes and knees should inform our feet. Two things: 

o Draw near to the Lord. 
o Draw near to the helpless.  

• Isaiah (1:16-17) pleas for Judah to “Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 
remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to 
do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead 
the widow’s cause.” 

• Serving and loving well the victims of injustice: 
o We must go to the needy.  
o We must go to the orphans by serving at Austin Children’s Shelter 
o Serve and love the disadvantaged at M2, Northgate, and Booker T. 
o Aid those in need through Shop with Care and the Foodbank. 

• We must be good stewards of the political responsibility the Lord’s 
providentially placed us in and continue to fight for strong laws that restore 
justice like instructed in Psalm 82. 

• The Lord who loves justice calls us to do justice. 
o Not just bringing the message of how the justice of God has been 

satisfied by Christ, but also to protect the helpless, save the innocent, 
and restore justice in our land.  


