
Age structure of country:

0-14 years: 27.48% 

15-24 years: 16.74% 

25-54 years: 40.97%

55-64 years: 8.46% 

65 years and over: 6.35% (2018 est.)

Median Age: 28.7 years

GET TO KNOW KUALA LUMPUR

City Population: 7.564 million
Malaysia Population: 31,809,660

Ethnic Groups in Country:
•  Bumiputera 61.7% (Malays and indigenous 

peoples, including Orang Asli, Dayak, Anak Negeri)

• Chinese 20.8%

• Indian 6.2%

• Non-citizens: 10/4%

• other 0.9%

Languages:

•  Bahasa Malaysia (official) 

• English (compulsory subject in all schools)

• Chinese (Mandarin, Cantonese, etc.)

• Tamil

Malaysia is slightly larger than 
the state of New Mexico.
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Ethnic Groups in city:

Religions in city:

•Muslim 46.4%
• Buddhist 35.7%
• Hindu 8.5%
• Christian 5.8%
• Unknown affiliations 1.4%
• Taoist or Chinese religion adherent 1.1%
• Other religions 0.6%
• Non-religious 0.5%

Religions in country:

• Muslim (official) 61.3% (Sunni)

• Buddhist 19.8%

• Christian 9.2%

• Hindu 6.3%

• Confucianism, Taoism, other traditional 

• Chinese religions 1.3%

• other 0.4%

• none 0.8%

• unspecified 1% (2010 est.)

MALAYSIA

Kuala Lumpur

Unreached 
population: 

Average Age 
of Christian

51.5% 55 
years old

Chinese 43.2%

Malay 45.9% 

 (includes Malays & Indonesians)

Indian 10.3%

Other 0.9%



83%

Urbanization: 

76% of total population

Kuala Lumpur is the capital and largest city of Malaysia
—One of fastest growing metro regions in SE Asia.

Malaysia is often called Southeast Asia’s hidden gem, in part due to its affordability, as well as its 
beautiful landscape, tropical climate, and delicious food scene.

“Popular jobs in Kuala Lumpur include Account Executive, Marketing Executive, 
and Software Engineer which pay between RM 36,844 and RM 52,956 annually. 
The most popular industries in Kuala Lumpur are Information Technology (IT) 
Services, Banking, and Construction.”

GDP Growth
2018  4.7% 

2017  5.9% 

2016  4.2% 

2015  5.1% 

GDP per capita
$29,100 (2017 est.)

$27,900 (2016 est.)

$27,100 (2015 est.)

KUALA LUMPUR

Employment in Service Sector
(finance, insurance, real estate, business 
services, wholesale and retail trade, 
restaurants and hotels, transport, storage 
and communication, utilities, personal 
services and government services)

Employed in manufacturing 
and construction

2017: Global Gender 
Gap Report

Malaysia 
ranked

out of 144 
countries

70th
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17%



Kuala Lumpur (KL) is the capital city of Malaysia and one of the fastest growing 
metropolitan regions in Southeast Asia. Just one look at the city skyline, with the 
renowned Petronas Towers, indicates that Kuala Lumpur is a city of wealth, business 
and privilege. 

With bustling finance, insurance and IT service sectors, Kuala Lumpur is an attractive 
city for domestic and foreign businesses. The GDP real growth rate of Malaysia has been 
trending near five percent in recent years, and the economy of Kuala Lumpur is rapidly 
expanding. Young professionals are drawn to the city with popular opportunities such as 
Accounting Executive, Marketing Executive or Software Engineer.

Malaysia is home to 31.8 million people, and 7.5 million live in the KL metro region. The 
country is multi-ethnic and multi-cultural with Malays (62 percent) and Chinese (21 
percent) making up most of the population. It is estimated that just over 10 percent of 
the population are non-citizens. 

Following the population diversity, the languages most represented include Bahasa 
Malaysia, the official language and language of instruction; English, taught as a compulsory 
subject in all schools; and Chinese languages (Mandarin or Cantonese) and Tamil are also 
found throughout much of the country.

Malaysia is considered an Islamic State, and the government identifies all ethnic Malays as 
Muslim on government-issued identification. Due to Islamic oppression, Malaysia is ranked 
as 42nd on the 2019 World Watch List issued by Open Doors of the top 50 countries 
where it is most dangerous to be a Christ-follower. Oppression may include prohibiting 
conversion from Islam and requiring Islamic education courses in state-run schools. In 
2018, a new government was elected, and the new prime minister has pledged more 
freedom to Christians. 

Within Kuala Lumpur, religions represented are more diverse with 46 percent Muslim, 
36 percent Buddhist, nine percent Hindu, and six percent Christian. Just over half of the 
country’s population is considered unreached by the Gospel. It is estimated that the 
average age of Christians in Malaysia is 55 years.

Malaysia is a country full of youth and potential—41 percent of the population is identified 
as age 25-54 years. This indicates that a large proportion of Malaysians are of working age 
and able to contribute to the economy. 

KUALA LUMPUR

Resourceglobal.orgKuala Lumpur Profile



Malaysia is considered by some an Islamic State, and the government identifies 

all ethnic Malays as Muslim on government-issued identification. Due to 

Islamic oppression, Malaysia is ranked as 42nd on the 2019 World Watch List 

issued by Open Doors of the top 50 countries where it is most dangerous 

to be a Christ-follower. Oppression may include prohibiting conversion from 

Islam and requiring Islamic education courses in state-run schools. In 2018, a 

new government was elected, and the new prime minister has pledged more 

freedom to Christians. 

KUALA LUMPUR

Resource Global
Resource Global has been working with young, 

marketplace, professionals in Southeast Asia since 

2016. We’re committed to resourcing and releasing 

the next generation of Christian leaders and 

professionals within an interconnected network for 

Gospel movements in major global cities. We help 

young professionals develop a theology of work 

and a Gospel Action Plan that allows God to have 

the key role in the faith:work equation. 

Resource Global is taking our cohort model to 

Kuala Lumpur in 2021. With our church partners, 

we will be engaging with 15-20 young professionals 

through a proven cohort group model. By 

providing mentorship and community, we see the 

lives of cohort members changed with a better 

understanding of God’s work in the city. Cohort 

members identify how God created them to share 

the Gospel with their sphere of influence. With a 

vision for their unique role, these young leaders 

will begin to see how they can influence the 

marketplace, city, and world for the Kingdom.

Sources: 
https://www.cia.gov/library/Publications/the-world-factbook/geos/my.html
https://joshuaproject.net/countries/SN
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/malaysia/
https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-gender-gap-report-2017
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.KD.ZG?end=2017&locations=MY&start=2013
https://gospelcitynetwork.com/2017/09/11/the-looming-cloud-over-the-malaysian-church/
https://www.payscale.com/research/MY/Location=Kuala-Lumpur/Salary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuala_Lumpur#Economy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuala_Lumpur
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