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RETROSPECT 
2017

In 2017, we set out to be a people of 

biblical depth, spiritual growth and public 

faith. In many ways, these prayers were 

answered. It’s funny, we often pray for 

things, and once they are answered forget 

to connect the dots in gratitude to God. In 

2017, there are a lot of dots to connect! 

We began the year with a renewed call to 

drink deeply from “the wells of salvation” 

(Isa 11). Thirst was quenched and hunger 

grew for the Scriptures. We saw record 

participation in City Seminary in the 

Spring and deep engagement in the Fall, 

with people experiencing a revived 

relationship with the Holy Spirit. Sunday 

messages continued to form our City 

Groups around Christ, and fight clubs 

contend for satisfaction in Christ. Several 

of our partners have weathered very 

painful trials with tremendous hope in 

God. The children of City Life grew too, 

with Youth Life formalizing into something 

our youth look forward to. 
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Leaders are on the rise. We trained a 

group of aspiring elders and saw them step 

into a variety of leadership roles. A 

number of new preachers were trained, 

enabling the Dodsons to enjoy a 

rejuvenating sabbatical, and our church to 

be edified by new voices. New women 

leaders emerged in CS4W and in our 

ministry to women. In addition, the launch 

of Commune nurtured faith through the 

slow practices of prayer, meditation, and 

active engagement with liturgy. 

By God’s grace we also increased the 

public profile of our faith. Continued 

ministry to the marginalized through our 

strategic mercy ministries, along with 

integration of work and faith through This 
Time Tomorrow contributed to city 

renewal. Public Faith Forums, such as the 

one on Race & Ethnicity, help us think and 

act well on a variety of public issues. In 

addition, spontaneous, prayerful gospel 

witness is also on the rise. 

Much more could be said, so take a minute 

to praise God for answering our prayers, 

“For you, O Lord, have made me glad by 

your work; at the works of your hands I 

sing for joy” (Ps 92:4). 



T h i s  B o o k  o f  t h e  L a w  s h a l l  n o t  d e p a r t  f r o m  

y o u r  m o u t h ,  b u t  y o u  s h a l l  m e d i t a t e  o n  i t  d a y  

a n d  n i g h t ,  s o  t h a t  y o u  m a y  b e  c a r e f u l  t o  d o  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  a l l  t h a t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  i t .  F o r  

t h e n  y o u  w i l l  m a k e  y o u r  w a y  p r o s p e r o u s ,  a n d  

t h e n  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  g o o d  s u c c e s s .  H a v e  I  n o t  

c o m m a n d e d  y o u ?  B e  s t r o n g  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s .  

D o  n o t  b e  f r i g h t e n e d ,  a n d  d o  n o t  b e  

d i s m a y e d ,  f o r  t h e  L o r d  y o u r  G o d  i s  w i t h  y o u  

w h e r e v e r  y o u  g o . ”  

J O S H U A  1 : 8 - 9



VOLLEYBALL 
ON MISSION
Last fall a few friends from City Life joined a volleyball 

team through Austin Sports and Social Club. Our team

also included friends of friends and people we met 

from the prior season, so many of us met one other for

the first time. With a shared commitment to 

competition and fun, we clicked pretty quickly. After 

game nights we grabbed drinks to celebrate our wins 

and get to know each other better.   

A few of our teammates were either single or engaged

and were very curious to hear more about the ups and 

downs of marriage. One evening a teammate asked 

what I thought was the key to a happy marriage. I 

knew in that moment that I could get by with a soft 

answer, but I felt it would have been untruthful. I 

sensed the Holy Spirit prompting me to be bold so I 

shared how following Jesus has shaped the way we 

view marriage and interact with each other. 

Surprisingly, it led to a great discussion where I was 

able to share even more. I’m grateful I embraced the 

awkwardness to respond honestly and follow the 

Spirit. And the team ended up division champs—oh 

yeah! 

We were hoping to play the next season together, but 

during a Christmas hang out we all realized our 

schedules weren’t going to align. Although we haven’t 

seen these teammates put their faith in Jesus, we’re 

grateful God gave us opportunities to share our faith 

and sow gospel seeds into their lives. Plus, we found 

new friends. What began as a fun activity to do as a 

couple turned into a place to meet some great people 

and share the good news about Jesus.  

-Rachel VanHover
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MERCY MINISTRY 
IN PERSPECTIVE 
I moved to from Quebec to Austin in January of 2017. It was a particularly tumultuous time in the US, and I 

was in my first job out of college, so I was focused on keeping myself afloat, moving around the city, being 

relevant at work, meeting people and trying to make Austin home. 

After the dust settled, I realized I wanted to impact the city in a bigger way, which is why I joined City Life 

Church. I was drawn to our mission of renewing cities socially, spiritually, and culturally with the gospel of 

Jesus.  I was quickly overwhelmed by the options. Then I started learning about the stories of racial 

discrimination in our city’s history. I participated in a talk about policy in East Austin, watched a 

documentary on racial injustice, and listened to a great podcast on race in America. 

The more I learned, the more I wanted to make a difference. I partnered with mercy ministries of City Life 

to strategically join the work that Jesus is doing in the city through an east Austin volunteer group, serving 

local elementary schools and senior citizen homes. 

None of these things felt like it was ever enough. For every discussion or documentary, I went to, there 

was still a news story like Charlottesville that would happen. For every volunteer opportunity to help 

someone less fortunate, there was a matching discouraging story or instance of racial discrimination. I kept

thinking “What’s the point?!” If the world is so broken, why should I even bother to try to fix it? Then, I 

went to a Commune service at City Life.  
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Commune is a reflective time of prayer, worship, and meditation on God’s word. In this particular gathering,

the theme was the Lord’s Prayer. We meditated on the words in Matthew 6 and then prayed through them.

All was going well until we came to the part of the prayer that says, “Your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.” We dwelled on that line for 20 minutes. Praying through it put my striving I context. I had 

approached mercy ministry as a project manager and was frustrated at the results. I wasn’t asking God to 

work and didn’t even believe he would. This and increased my frustration and even led to despair. 

I realize my volunteer service will completely change the injustices that have happened to people from 

different walks of life in Austin or the world. What the Commune service helped me understand is that my 

only hope is to partner with the One who is making all things new. He guarantees that one day His will be 

fully done on earth as it is in heaven. This motivates me to continue seeking justice without despair. It also 

changed my motivation from fixing everything to seeking Christ and His will. 

We are afforded an incredible opportunity to partner with Jesus as he transforms this city. Let his kingdom 

come, and his will be done, in his timing, as it is in heaven. 

- David Raji  
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HEEDING 
THE HOLY SPIRIT
When I took the Holy Spirit City Seminary class, I came to realize two very important things 

about the Holy Spirit. First, I wasn't talking to him, and for the most part, I was indifferent to 

the third person of the Trinity! I knew this had to change, so I tried the simple advice I was 

given of praying to the Spirit. 

The second thing I realized it was that I wanted to actively participate with the Spirit in my life. 

He already searches all things and knows all things (2 Cor 2:10) so why not join Him? Until this 

class, I leaned on reason and self-rationalization alone to make decisions. I figured being more 

sensitive to the Spirit’s prompts couldn't hurt, and I’d rather participate in doing good works 

and caring for others than not, even if I made a mistake in discerning the Spirit's leading.   

I am not naturally a person that prays for people, but since the class, I have had the chance to 

counsel and pray for several people including a peer in my industry who is having marriage 

issues, another well-respected leader in my field who is a believer but is struggling, and 

another friend who is far away from the faith. I am certain without this class and learning to 

listen to the Spirit, I would have missed these opportunities to be present in these men's lives. 

-James Wickett 



CHURCH 
PLANTING IN 
DUBLIN
Sitting on the western edge of Europe 

you’d be forgiven for overlooking Ireland 

as a mission field. It’s the land of St. Patrick 

after all! And yet, with an evangelical 

Christian population of less than 1%, 

Ireland is the least evangelized English 

speaking country in the world. 

Dublin has a population of 600,000. The 

river Liffey runs through the heart of the 

city, dividing it into Northside and 

Southside. While the south of the city has 

traditionally been better served with 

gospel-centered churches, the north side 

has one church for every 40,000 people. 

There are many reasons for this. A couple 

includes the influence of the Catholic 

church (though largely evaporated) or the 

fact that the Protestant Reformation 

simply did not find fertile soil there. 

Today Dublin is a progressive city with 

41.5% of the population claiming to have 

no religious affiliation. Dubliners (or Dubs) 

are increasingly secular and see any claim 

to authority as a power grab. Like most 

Irish folk, rebellion is in their blood. 

Speaking of the gospel, which calls rebels 

to lay down arms, presents a daunting 

task. 
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City Church Dublin is a 3 year old church 

plant on the north side of the city 

supported by City Life. We began with 20 

adults at Christmas 2014 and now have 

about 60 folks on a Sunday morning. City 

Church reflects the diversity of our city 

with at least a dozen different 

nationalities on a Sunday morning. This 

also means that we tend to have a young, 

transient congregation who we get to 

bless, equip and engage on mission before 

sending them out all over the world. 

Join us in praying for... 

THAT THE LORD WOULD PROVIDE US 
WITH A NEW HOME FOR CITY 
CHURCH. 

FOR OUR FRIENDS TO COME TO 
KNOW JESUS. 

FOR THE PROVISION OF A CHURCH 
PLANTING RESIDENT. 
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YOUTH 
LIFE

Youth Life is the City Life ministry for middle school-aged people in our church. It 

meets two Sundays a month over tacos or pastries, and the kids participate in Bible 

study, discussions and skits that bring the gospel to life. Adam and Gina Manassero, 

and Andrew and Alison Entsminger provide leadership. 

In 2017 Youth Life served the homeless community at Community First and the 

economically challenged through volunteering at Austin Food Bank. We also 

collaborate with Youth Life parents to throw monthly social events. We are 

encouraged by the strong friendships growing among the kids, their open discussions

about Jesus and their growing faith, and overall their willingness to interact with the 

good news of Jesus.  



MOTIVATION FOR 
MERCY 

In Matthew 9 Jesus says, “go and learn 

what this means: ’I desire mercy, and not 

sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners.’” He contrasts the 

Pharisee's self-righteous rule following 

with his mission of mercy and healing. This 

challenges me to align my desires with his 

desires. The problem is that when my 

desire is not aligned with God’s desire I 

always end up questioning God, falling 

back into my comfortable patterns. 

Our south Neighborhood Church serves 

our neighbors in a government subsidized 

apartment community called Manchaca II. 

It’s a community that, if I’m honest, I would 

probably never have set foot in if it were 

not for our church’s involvement there. I 

have a pretty comfortable life in my little 

cul-de-sac. Why would God call me to M2? 

I thought to myself, “Do you really want 

me to do that?” His response was, yes I 

called you there to give the same steadfast 

love and mercy he has shown me to our 

neighbors, to love them as myself.  
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Still, it can be hard, particularly when I 

show up with self-centeredness and 

comfort brewing in my heart. The result is 

usually bad—I’m cold and uncaring, 

turning an act of love into doing 

something to feel better about myself. 

But when I look to Christ, I remember 

God’s desire for mercy. Christ came for 

sinners. You, me, our neighbors, friends, 

and family. In his eternal mercy, his 

steadfast love, for the joy that was set 

before him, he endured the cross. The 

ultimate act of mercy and love. Since he 

calls me, not to empty religion but to new 

life in him, who am I to withhold this from 

those in need? His mercy is something 

worth sharing with others! 

-Preston McGee



JOY IN HARD 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

Over fifty ladies gathered in Wimberley for 

two days of teaching, worship, and community 

during the 2017 Women’s Retreat. The 

teaching was on joy through all circumstances, 

and this lesson spurred many women to help 

one another fight for joy in our lives. 

A partner from City Life invited a mother she 

knew from one of our church’s mercy 

ministries. This City Lifer picked her up early 

Saturday morning and drove her an hour to 

the camp, where they attended the first 

session: Joy in Circumstances. 

As we broke into a small group discussion, this 

young mother began to open up about her 

past.  She shared her abuse, neglect, rejection, 

broken relationships, and a current situation 

that seemed utterly hopeless. She asked what 

it meant to have faith in a God and why he 

would allow those things to happen. 

As she struggled, she mentioned it was other 

people’s faith that inspired her to continue to 

seek God. As a group, we got to cry with her, 

encourage her and pray with her. As her story 

continues to unfold, we continue to pray for 

the joy and peace of Christ to rule both her 

heart and her circumstances. 

-Loma Miller
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FINANCES/ 
GIVING

$25,113.93 January (lowest month) 
$81,559.93 December (highest month) 
$38,853.84 2017 Monthly Average 
$34,971.47 Monthly Average excl. Dec. 
$466,246.07 Total 2017 General Giving P
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2017 was another year of biblical depth, public faith, and spiritual growth. These numbers are a celebration of God's

grace and his unwavering commitment to promote the gospel through is church. He calls us to generous, sacrificial,

and cheerful giving as an act of worship, love and mission. (2 Cor. 8:1-2 and 2 Cor.9:1). 



PROSPECT 
2018

In 2018, we want more. More of Christ, 

more of his church, and more of his 

mission. Twelve thousand people live 

downtown, and seven times that work 

there. Many do not possess the 

inestimable privilege of knowing Jesus and 

enjoying his grace. 

There are also many affected by injustices 

in our city. The marginalized experience 

assault, poverty, abandonment, 

discrimination, and ageism, to name a few. 

How can we get the gospel further up into 

the condos, further out into the margins, 

deeper into the heart of our city? To do 

this, we need more. More of everything. 

More of Christ, more of his church, and 

more of his mission.  

To get there, we need something more 

than more; we need desperation. We need 

to become more desperate for God and 

less reliant on ourselves. We need to stare 

at the need of our city, the need in our 

church, and in our hearts, square in the 

face and confess, “Lord, we need more of 

you.” 
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To this end, we began 2018 with a call to 

pray and fast for God to do things that are 

utterly disproportionate to who we are (a 

David Brainerd prayer). In the first five 

months of the year, we will work through 

the Book of Joshua to understand what 

obedient faith in a God of shockingly good 

promise looks like. We encourage you to 

ask, "what it would it look like for me to 
express a more obedient faith in 2018?" 

Join us in asking for more: more of Christ, 

more of his church, and a more of his 

mission. Consider joining the more leaders 

we will need to accomplish this: City 

Group leaders, deacons, mercy ministry 

leaders, and disciplers. But most of all, we 

need more of God. We are not enough. We 

must become desperate enough to pray, 

compassionate enough to act, and 

deliberate enough to take up God’s call. 

More, O Lord, more. 


