
Dear Parents, 

Before I get to the info about Child Dedica8on, I want you to know how glad I am that you 
are a part of City Life Church, and that God has given you a child! I look forward to 
watching your family grow up in Christ! 

As you know, our Children’s Dedica8on is on Mother’s Day. Please plan to arrive at 
9:30am on the day of dedica8on to meet in the Green Room, where we can go over 
logis8cs. During the dedica8on of your child, you will be making 5 promises to your child in 
the presence of your family, friends and before God (see below). 

Raising a child is a joy but it is also hard work. Children are delighOully imperfect, requiring 
parents who will point them to a perfect Christ, a Savior who is sufficient for failures and 
strong for successes. I know that with God’s help and the encouragement of your family 
and friends, you will make great parents. 

Please read the following pages reflec8vely, prayerfully considering the promises you will 
be making on Sunday. If have any ques8ons about these commitments, please let me know 
so that you can dedicate with integrity. I’m excited to be a part of this special day for you. 

May the Lord richly bless you as you seek to love and obey Him!  

In His love, 

Pastor Jonathan Dodson 

City Life Church 



CHILD DEDICATION EXPLAINED 
What is Child Dedica.on? 

The prac8ce of baby dedica8on is based on a precedent in the Old Testament, followed by 
Jesus when he was presented to the Lord in the Temple (Luke 2:22- 35). At City Life 
Church, child dedica8on is an opportunity for parents to celebrate God’s gi^ of life, invite 
the church to be a greater family to your child, and to dedicate yourself to raising your 
children in the discipline and instruc8on of the Lord (Eph 6:4). 

Children are a wonderful blessing from God (Gen 33:5; Psalm 127:3-5). They are also an 
incredible responsibility, a responsibility we cannot adequately carry out apart from the 
grace of God and the love of the Church. Child dedica8on is celebra8ng, invi8ng, and 
dedica8ng: 

• Celebrate – this is a celebra8on of God’s tremendous blessing in giving you a child, 
made in his image, whom you can love, nurture, and instruct.  

• Invite – this is an invita8on to the church, and your City Group in par8cular, to be a 
greater family to your child. In turn, your church family commits to support and 
equip you by the grace of God to fulfill your parental responsibility, and be good 
examples to your children.  

• Dedicate – this is a parental dedica8on to God, before Jesus, that you agree 
together to raise your child in the discipline and instruc8on of the Lord.  

Child dedica8on is not a “dry” bap8sm or a subs8tute for bap8sm. City Life Church only 
prac8ces bap8sm for believers. Child dedica8on does not impart salva8on to children. 
Salva8on comes by faith alone, in Christ alone, through grace alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). Nor 
does child dedica8on make your children any more special than other children. However, it 
does provide parents an opportunity to place their children under a waterfall of God’s 
grace by commihng to raise their children in the instruc8on of Scripture, together with the 
greater church family, for the glory of God.  



What am I dedica.ng my child to? 

You are making three promises before God, with one another, for your child. 

1. Do you recognize these children as gi=s from God, and in celebra.on, give thanks for 
His blessing? 

This is recogni8on that our children are not ul8mately ours but Gods, and that we are 
deeply grateful for them. “Children are a heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the womb is 
his reward” (Psalm 127:3). “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away: blessed be the 
name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). 

2. Do you pledge as parents that, by God’s grace, you will raise your children “in the 
discipline and instruc.on of the Lord”, that they might bring glory to God and blessing to 
others? 

This is a pledge to rely deeply upon God’s grace to train and teach your children how 
desperately they need Jesus and how wonderfully he surpasses all our needs. By raising 
them in the gospel we fit them for their created purpose, to glorify and enjoy God forever. 
See Ephesians 6:4, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in 
the discipline and instruc8on of the Lord.” Also see Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Psalm 78:5-7; 
Isaiah 43:7. 

3. Do you now dedicate your children to God, making it your regular prayer that your 
children will trust in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of their sins and the promise 
of new life? 

This dedica8on is not an act of religion, but an expression of our belief in the gospel, that 
faith in Jesus Christ alone is sufficient for our children’s salva8on and everlas8ng joy. See 
Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 10:9-10. 

What is my responsibility a=er dedica.on? 

As your pastors at City Life Church, we strongly encourage you to ac8vely embrace your 
biblical responsibility to raise your children in the knowledge, love and grace of God. Don’t 
try to raise them on your own, but raise them in community. Don’t make them central; 
make Christ central. Where you will fail; Christ will succeed. Consider the following texts 
as you raise your children (Deut. 6:6-7; 11:19; Psalm 34:11; 78:1-8; Prov. 1:1-8ff; 3:1-10; 



22:6; 1 Kings 2:1-4). Pray hard and regularly. Love well and pa8ently. Teach truth and 
faithfully. And show them Jesus. 

What will happen during the Dedica.on? (15 minutes) 

Explana.on of Child Dedica.on: A brief explana8on to the church that dedica8on is a 
celebra8on of new life, commitment of parents to raise their children in the discipline and 
instruc8on of the Lord, and an invita8on to do so with the church. 

• Call families up  

• Ask them to affirm the 3 ques7ons  

• Dedicate each child (hand on head).  

• Congrega7on gives a very loud AMEN aEer the dedica7on of each child.  

• GiE is distributed to each family.  

• AEer dedica7ng all the children, pray for the families and children.  

Dedica.on Ques.ons to Family:  
1. Do you recognize these children as gi^s from God and, in hearOelt celebra8on, give 
thanks for His blessing? 
2. Do you pledge as parents that, by God’s grace, you will raise your children “in the 
discipline and instruc8on of the Lord”, that they might bring glory to God and bless others? 
3. Do you now dedicate your children to God, making it your regular prayer that your 
children will trust in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of their sins and the promise of 
new life?  

 
Dedica.on words over the baby:  
(Your Childs Name), together with your parents, who love you dearly, and with this 
community who cares about your faith, I dedicate you to God in the hope that you will 
belong wholly to the Lord forever. And the people said, AMEN. 


